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THe Councit MEETING. 


This week we report a Council meeting which, 
although unnecessarily long in one particular, 
nevertheless contains much matter of great im- 
portance. 

Sir John M‘Fadyean has now concluded an ex- 
ceptionally arduous term of office as President—the 
longest which any living member of the profession 
has enjoyed—and is succeeded by Mr. Locke. No 
words of ours are necessary to commend an ap- 
pointment earned by many years of good work for 
the profession—work none the less valuable be- 
cause quietly performed—both within and without 
the Council Chamber. It may be hoped that the 
new President’s term-of office will be less stormy 
than that of his predecessor, and indeed last week’s 
meeting suggests that this will be the case. 

Of course the usual quarterly attack upon the 
Bill was made, but it was conducted with a com- 
mendable regard for the ordinary rules of debate 
which has not always characterised the past 
behaviour of every member of the opposition. But 
beyond noting the refreshing absence of squabbling, 
little need be said of the discussion upon tbe Bill, 
which for the most part was merely a repetition of 
arguments we have all heard before. The only 
really important portion of the proceedings relating 
to the Bill were those which threw light upon the 
negotiations with the Highland and Agricultural 
Society. 

Really it seems that the position, which we note 
is to be circulated to Farmers’ Societies and to the 
agricultural Press, is by no means so serious as has 
been represented. The difference regarding inter- 

retation still exists, but the weight of legal opinion 
is evidently in support of the R.C.V.S. As Mr. 
Garnett said “The future will show,” but certainly 
at present the difficulties do not seem insurmount- 
able. 

The Committee reports, as usual, revealed a vast 
amount of work, some of it upon very important 
subjects. One of the most important, and certainly 
the most gratifying, was the Army question. The 
position of the Director-General, though not yet 
absolutely satisfactory, has been greatly improved, 
and this alone is a notable achievement. Beyond 
this, the War Office schemes for a Veterinary 
Reserve Force, and for the Veterinary Department 
of the Territorial Army have been found satisfac- 
tory, and both now have the official support of the 
R.C.V.S. 

The report of the Finance Committee, with the 
Auditers’ straightforward remarks upon our finan- 
cial position which are embodied in it, should be 
read carefully by every member. 


So should the utterances of the Treasurer upon 
the same subject. 

The report of the Parliamentary Committee fore- 
shadows an important change in the law. The 
Board of Agriculture are preparing a Bill to make 
notification of all seated disease compulso 
upon veterinary surgeons, a fee being attached. 
The proposed legislation is upon the same lines as 
that imposed upon medical men, and will meet the 
general approval of the profession. 

Space at present forbids reference to other impor- 
tant subjects dealt with by the Committees, which 
really perform the main work of the Council. Some 
remarks that were made when the new committees 
were appointed, and the fact that the important 
Special Diploma Committee was ‘“ crowded out,” 
illustrate the amount of work which some council- 
men perform for the profession. 


THe NationaL MEETING HARROGATE. 


The proceedings opened on Wednesday morning, 
at the George Hotel, with a good attendance of 
members, and in fair weather—not blazing sunshine 
of July, but rather the varying uncertainty of May, 
with cool air and showers. The members of the 
Society were formally welcomed to Harrogate b 
the Deputy-Mayor, Councillor Lofthouse. Prof. 
Macqueen was elected President for the ensuing 
year, and it was decided that the next annual 
meeting be held in London. Prof. Macqueen’s 
paper had, as might be expected, attracted a good 

eal of attention, and there was an animated dis- 
cussion upon it. Col. Appleton was unfortunately . 
unable to be present. 

On Thursday there was a good discussion on 
Mr Sidney Villar’s paper: but in consequence of a 
bereavement Mr, Sumner was unable to bo peseent, 
and the discussion was abandoned. 

There was, too, an exceptionally good show of 
Veterinary Instruments and Appliances, Drugs and 
Preparations which we shall notice in a later issue. 

On Tuesday evening, at the close of the Council 
meeting N.V.A., a conference of representatives 
from the Veterinary Medical Societies was held. 
The President of the National Association, Mr. G. 
Bowman, was elected to the chair. Dr. O. Char- 
nock Bradley submitted a draft scheme for a re- 
organisation of the National Scciety on a wider 
basis. He gave an introductory sketch of his 
scheme, pointing out that there is now no sug- 
gestion to change the name of the National Society, 
nor to interfere with the title or management of the 
existing county societies beyond the payment of a 
subscription for each member to the treasurer of 
the National Society, and, perhaps, the division of 
one or two of the wider societies into more con- 
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venient districts, and the formation of one or two 
new ones. He moved “ That this conference, ap- 
poovieg of the principle of amalgamation, take steps 

y which a scheme may be formulated and sub- 
mitted to the various societies for their considera- 
tion.” The motion was seconded by Mr. Gofton, 
who acted as Secretary to the conference. 

From the first, the desirability of combined action 
by the societies and the undoubted advantages was 
fully admitted. Equally, on all sides came protests 
against interfering with the title and management 
of any existing society. 

Mr. James Simpson asked where was the neces- 
sity to alter the name of the old National. It 
should be possible to incorporate such additions in 
the encouragement of scientific and research work 
as had been outlined by Dr. Bradley. 

Professor Macqueen, as delegate of the Central 
V.M.S., desired a clear definition of the words 
“other lawful business” which appear in the 
Objects of the Society. If those words meant inter- 
ference with the control or work of the R.C.V.S. as 
the governing body of the profession, then his 
Society would have none of it. The one thing that 
is wanted is union amongst the members of the 

rofession. It is a scattered profession, both as to 

ocality and action, and a down-trodden profession, 
and if the Society, on its new basis, was to become 
a body to which a member who felt that he was 
suffering injustice at the hands of a fellow member, 
or of some municipal body, could turn for help and 
sympathy. If it was to stand between them -- the 
practitioners—and their enemies, then he was fully 
prepared to support it. The National Society is not 
now fulfilling its scientific or professional objects ; 
rather it has bécome an occasion of a pleasant out- 
ing; and it is quite desirable that it should be re- 
constituted in face of the serious inroads that are 
made in their incomes by the introduction of motor 
traction and in other ways. It is necessary that 
we should combine to fight almost for our exis- 
tence. 

Mr. Hunting (Central V.M.S.) endorsed all that 
Prof. Macqueen had said, and pointed out that if 
the scheme took effect the collection of subscriptions 
would be more effectively carried out by the local 
treasurers, who knew their members, than through 
a central treasurer. About the principle of combi- 
nation there was no possibility of doubt, and details 
of working was a matter of adaptation and exper- 
ience. Mr. Lloyd, of Sheffield, (Lancashire V.MA) 
indicated how a local branch could be formed in the 
Sheffield district. Mr. F. G. Samson asked where 
the headquarters of the Society were to be. (A 
Voice: Mitcham.) Mr. Sidney Villar elicited a 
definite reply that the inclusive subscription was 
intended to be one guinea. Mr. Trevor Spencer 
(Midland Society) said his Society. would take no 
part in any scheme which would interfere with the 
independence of the local Societies, and he asked 
what was proposed with regard to the Defence and 
Benevolent Societies. They also should be included 
in the combination. At present they were carried 
on in obscure places—(A Voice: Manchester and 
London. Laughter.) He considered this proposal 


for combination by far the most important matter 
that had come before the National meeting for 
several years. Mr. F. W. Garnett strongly urged 
non-interference with existing Societies. Mr. P. J. 
Howard (Irish Associations) could not understand 
why the Societies in England were unable to com- 
bive as effectually as they in Ireland had. They 
had elected a small working committee from the three 
Societies, and they were able to meet and confer 
with the Local Government Board, and in other 
ways to protect the interests of their members. 
Some of their members subscribed to all three of the 
Irish Societies. He would suggest something in 
the nature of affiliation with the National Society 
rather than a complete wiping out and recon- 
struction. 

Mr. Roberts (Southern Counties), Mr. McKinna, 
Mr. G. A. Banham and Mr. F. L. Gooch also spoke 
with approval of the principle of combination, and 
Mr. G. 8. Locke (Lancashire Society) asked ques- 
tions to which Dr. Bradley gave satisfactory 
replies. 

The motion was put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimously; a motion on similar lines by Mr. 
Roberts was withdrawn in favour of the original one. 

It was decided that a Committee be formed to 
put the motion into effect. Mr. Gooch proposed, 
and Mr. Banham seconded, that the Committee 
consist of the present President and Secretary of 
each Association, with powers to add to its num- 
ber. This was carried unanimously, and it was 
further proposed that Prof. Macqueen be a member 
of the Committee. Dr. Bradley was elected Chair- 
man and Mr. Gofton, Secretary of the Committee. 

On the suggestion of Dr. Bradley it was agreed 
that, owing to the difficulties of calling together the 
members of the Committee, its work will be done 
as far as possible by correspondence. 

The whole question has been moved forward, in 
that the desirability of union is fully acknowledged : 
that the independence of the existing societies is 
not to be disturbed: and that a Committee bas 
heen appointed. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


CoLLARGOL IN VETERINARY SURGERY. 


Erwin Baum bas employed collargol in numerous 
surgical affections of the borse, and as a result of 
his observations of its effects arrives at the follow- 
ing conclusions :— 

Collargol is an absolutely non- poisonous and 
non-irritating agent for the treatment of wounds. 
In suppurative processes it quickly checks the 
secretion, and when necrosis prevails it brings 
about a rapid cleansing of the wound. 

When it is used to combat suppuration it is a 
matter of indifference whether a solution (1 per 
cent.), a dusting powder (3 parts of collargol to 97 
of milk sugar), or tablets of five centigrammes 
( = $grains) are employed. If solutions are chosen 
those of 1 per cent. strength yield the best results. 
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Collargol vigorously stimulates granulation, 
especially when used in the form of dusting powder. 
Excessive granulations, requiring cauterisation, do 
not occur from its use. 

In badly-healing wounds, intra-venous adminis- 
tration of collargol is advisable, in addition to local 
application. Intra-venous injection is also indicated 
in phlegmonous conditions. In these cases, in 
addition to the retrogression of the swelling and 
reduction of the temperature, collargol causes a 
striking improvement in the general condition. 

Sometimes, when collargol is used continuously 
for weeks together, the system becomes inured to 
the drug, so that a change in the medicament is 


uisite. 
ag can, therefore, recommend collargol in 
every respect. He adds that, as the drug is some- 
what costly, it is advisable to use it in the forms of 
dusting powder and solution. — Berliner Tierarztliche 
Wochenschrift. 


[Ruegg, another Continental Veterinarian, also 
speaks very highly of the dusting powder of 3 parts 
of collargol to 97 of milk sugar, which, he says, is 
cheaper than iodoform —See V.R., August 8, 1908, 
page 95. Transl.] 


Equine Contagious PLEuRO-PNEUMONIA. 


Ostertag (Zeitschur fiir Infectionskr., parasit. 
Krankh. und Hygiene der Haustiere) bas under- 
_ taken researches upon equine contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia in collaboration with Bougert, Wolff- 
hugel, and Grabert. These researches have 
yielded the following conclusions : 

(1) A mixture of bacteria of different kinds, 
amongst which are the streptococci of suppuration, 
is always present in the nasal discharge of horses 
suffering from contagious pleuro-pneumonia. The 
same is true of the nasal mucus in healthy horses. 

(2) Bacteria are not demonstrable in the ex- 
pired air, the bronchial mucus, the jugular blood, 
and the pulmonary blood of horses suffering from 
contagious pleuro-pneumonia which recover. 

(3) On the other hand, in horses which, with 
the symptoms of contagious pleuro-pneumonia, 
succumb to pleurisy, streptococci agreeing in 
characteristics with the streptococci of suppuration 
may be found in the thoracic organs, and in some 
cases also in the blood. 


(4) Tbe authors did not succeed in transmitting 
the disease to healthy horses by means of the nasal 
discharge, expired air, pleural exudate, urine, and 
blood of affected ones. 

(5) The authors did not succeed in conferring 
the disease upon healthy horses by inoculation of 
the streptococci of Schutz and the “cocco-bacteria” 
of Ligniéres. . 

The result of these researches shows the extra- 
ordinary magnitude of the difficulties which sur- 
round the xtiological investigation of equine con- 
tagious pleuro-pneumonia. real which are as 
yet quite inexplicable are concerned in the accom- 
plishment of infection.—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


SrraIn OF THE FLEXOR Bracutl. 


Leblane (Journal de Méd. Vét. de Lyon) records 
a case of a saddle horse, which suddenly became 
very lame upon the left forelimb, after having the 
right fore shoe torn away by the toe of the hind 
foot. When Leblanc saw the horse the next day 
the lameness was still very intense. When at rest 
the horse stood squarely upon the two fore limbs, 
both feet bearing weight equally. When he was 
made to walk, however, the lameness was a 
marked in the first steps taken, and then diminish 
if the animal continued to walk in a straight line, 
but became accentuated upon turning. When the 
affected limb was brought to the ground, a slight 
abductory movement of the shoulder was noticed. 

Upon examination of the limb, a very sensitive 
area was discovered in the arm, along the flexor 
brachii. This muscle was hard, tense, and con- 
tracted ; and compression of the body of the muscle 
immediately caused acute pain, even moderate pres- 
sure being resented. 

The affected region was a little warmer than nor- 
mal, but was not infiltrated. The lesion involved 
the whole extent of the body of the flexor brachii, 
and was confined to that muscle alone. 

Leblanc ascribed the condition to a strain sus- 
tained at the moment when the right fore foot was 
engaged with the hind foot. At that moment the 
horse’s progress was suddenly arrested, and the 
whole weight of the fore part of the body was 
thrown upon the left limb. An energetic and iso- 
lated contraction of the flexor brachii bad then 
caused the strain. ; 

Leblanc applied a blister along the course of the 
affected muscle, and this was followed by a moder- 
ately quick recovery. Four days later the lameness 
had considerably diminished, and three weeks after 
it had completely disappeared.— Annales de Méd 
Vet.) 


A Case or TUBERCULOSIS IN A GOAT. 


Ten Haeff, having had the opportunity of exam- 
ining a tuberculous female goat at the abattoir 
records the lesions in the: Tijdschrift voor Veeart- 
senijkunde. The animal was a year and a half old, 
and although very thin, had not shown any symp- 
toms of illness. 

The bronchial glands were tuberculous. The 
apex of the left lung contained a great number of 
caseous centres of the size of a pea, while softened 
centres were observed here and there in the rest of 
the lung. The right lung also contained many 
caseous centres. Some of these pulmonary lesions 
communicated with fine bronchi; the case was 
therefore one of open tuberculosis. 

The trachea and the larynx presented nothing 
abnormal, but the mediastinal glands were very 
tuberculous, as were also the hepatic and mesenteric 
glands. The stomach and intestine were normal ; 
the spleen contained two tuberculous nodules. The 
udder, the supra-mammary glands, and the inter- 
muscular glands showed nothing abnormal. 

The examination of the bronchial and tracheal 
mucous was negative in its results. A large num- 
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ber of scrapings were made from different tubercu- 
lous lesions and microscopically examined, but only 
two showed acid fast bacilli. Sections were cut 
and examined, revealing the presence of giant cells, 
but only a small number of tubercle bacilli. It 
should be noted that at no point had the tubercu- 
lous lesions undergone calcification. 

Material from the lesions was inoculated into a 
guinea-pig, which, when destroyed six weeks later, 
showed very extensive lesions of tuberculosis. An- 
nales de Méd. Vét. 

W. R. C. 


A VIEW OF THE PRACTICAL UTILITY OF 
BACTERIOLOGY IN THE DIAGNOSIS AND 
TREATMENT OF DISEASE.* 


By F. C. Ryan, M.R.C.V.S. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—Some years ago it 
was customary for members of the veterinary profession 
young members as well as those of the old school) to 
look somewhat askance at bacteriology and all pertain- 
ing to it. To many it was more or less of a terra 
incognita, and to others a species of fearsome bogey 
which was not to be aroused from its lair for fear of the 
direst consequences. 

At the present day, thanks to the advances made in 
the science during recent years, we are all more or less 
alive to its importance. e aim of the writer of this 
paper is to endeavour to show how the study may, with 
advan be applied in practice, and to look upon the 
subject from the standpoint of the practitioner rather 
than of the scientist. 

The application of bacteriological methods to the in- 
vestigation of the nature and cause of infectidus 
diseases marks an epoch in the history of veterinary 
science, amounting almost to a revolution. Less than a 
century ago, so obscure and incomprehensible was the 
origin of such diseases that we must not marvel at the 
theories which were formulated—theories strange, crud 
and fanciful. Famous men worked ener, tically an 
earnestly to discover the truth, but their efforts were as 
futile as those of the alchemists of old who sought for 
the Elixir of Life and the Philosopher’s Stone. Their 
labours were rendered abortive owing to the ignorance 
and prejudice of the age ; men’s minds were befogged 
with superstition ; the theory of “spontaneous genera- 
tion” found ready acceptance, and acted as a deterrent 
influence upon scientific research, and impeded the 
wheels of progress. 

The morphological characteristics of diseases were 
recognised to a certain extent, but their true study and 
interpretation was impossible, since the ideas of ztiology 
were erroneous. The atmosphere, climate, and seasons 
were held to be the primary causes of infectious diseases ; 
even His Satanic Majesty did not escape, much sickness 
and death, both of man and the domesticated animals, 
being directly attributed to his machinations. 

The lesions of Tuberculosis, perhaps one of the oldest 
of recognised pathological conditions, were for a long 
time considered to be intimately connected with 
Syphilis 3 hence tuberculosis was iene as “French 
Disease.” The tubercles were known to_be lesions of 
degeneration, caused by something unintelligible to 
man’s understanding. 

Tetanus was considered to be due to traumatic inflam- 
mation of a nerve, which inflammation was transmitted 


* Read at the meeting of the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Ireland, Dublin, May 28. 


to the higher nerve cen and so gave rise to the 
symptoms of Tetanus. This disease was extremely 
prevalent in warm climates, and if an injury was not de- 
tected the disease was said to have occurred “ of itself.” 
Rabies was said to originate from great heat, unsatisfied 
sexual desire, thirst, or nervous excitement. Anthrax 
and Blackquarter were hopelessly confused. Strangles 
was attributed to lymphatic idiosyneracy. Glanders 
was thought to Lo song spontaneously, or to be a kind 
of sequel to Strangles. 

With the advent of the science of Bacteriology came 
the dawn of a new era. Specific micro-organisms were 
demonstrated to be the cause of specific diseases, and 
this beyond all manner of doubt. e habits and, so to 
speak, mode of existence of these microbes both inside 
and outside of the body have been studied with precision 
and accuracy. 

The new doctrine was unpopular ; it was Meare to 
the teaching of the time, and inconsistent with existing 
ideas. But despite the opposition and prejudices of the 
age, scientists continue their work, encouraged by the 
vast regions of research which they saw opening out 
before them. Veterinarians and medical men were 
astounded when the Bacillus Anthracis was put forth 
as the cause of that most malignant disease—Anthrax. 
About 30 years later Koch proclaimed to the world the 
discovery of the Tubercle Bacillus, and he too was greeted 
with opposition and incredulity. 

Gradually a host of scientific workers arose which 
studied under the new régime and advanced further into 
territories hitherto unknown, with the result that much 
has been, and is being, learned of the cause of infectious 
diseases, thus paving the way for their treatment. 
Bacteriology, therefore, rightly forms an important part 
of our curriculum, and should not be lost sight of by the 
student who passes out of his final year to face the 
world as a veterinary surgeon. In fact any practitioner 
who wishes his methods of diagnosis and treatment to’ 
keep abreast of the times must have a speaking acquain- 
tance with the science. 

Bacteria are micro-organisms belonging to the vege- 
table kingdom, and for this reason may, in some re- 
spects, be looked upon as microscopic plants very low 

own in the scale. 

They do not conform to the general law which 
separates the animal from the vegetable kingdom. Like 
the former, they are unable to manufacture their food 
from inorganic matter; they require ready-formed 
organic material for their growth and development. 

he term bacterium is now used in a wider sense than 
heretofore, and includes the rod-shaped forms, or bacilli, 
the ener forms, or cocci, and the spiral, or 
spirille. 

A bacillus is composed of a single cell enclosed by a 
membrane in which two layers can sometimes be detect- 
ed. The cell consists of a central mass of protoplasm 
which has a considerable affinity for the basic or acid- 
neutralising aniline dyes—such as methylene blue—a 
fact which will prove of importance later on when refer- 
ence is made to methods of staining. Some bacteria 
have independent locomotory power, and are then said 
to be motile, while others are apparently incapable of any 
movement. 

Bacteria reproduce themselves in either of two wa: 
viz., (a) by cleavage or fission, and (4) by the formation 
of spores. The former is simply the division of a 
single cell into two, and is the commonest method of 
reproduction. 

thogenic bacteria are divided into two great classes 
—Parasites and Saprophytes. Of these, the Parasite 
thrives at the expense of some living organism, whose 
tissues and fluid constituents ‘it es use of for its 
— and development. The Saprophyte lives upon 
ead or decaying organic matter, and it may be here 


mentioned that some saprophytic bacteria have the 
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power of becoming parasites when a fit opportunity 
presents itself ; to such the term facultative parasite is 
applied. A good illustration of the latter is the bacillus 
ts) Sines, which is a dirt organism, existing in manure, 
clay, dust, etc., in which situations, as far as we know, 
it is innocent of wrong doing. But let this organism 
gain entrance to a living animal’s body through a wound, 
and let the wound heal, when the lamb turns lion with 
a vengeance, with the result known to everyone. 

Some bacteria are capable of life only when a liberal 
supply of air is available—these are aerobes : while 
others are exactly the opposite, existing only when air 
is rigorously excluded—these are anaerobes. Examples 
of wzrobes are the Bacilli of Anthrax, Tubercle, Glanders, 
and the Pasteurelle responsible for Fowl Cholera, 
Equine contagious Pleuro-pneumonia, and Swine Pneu- 
monia. Examples of anaerobes are the bacilli of Black- 
quarter, Tetanus, and Necrosis. 

Bacteria are universally distributed in nature. We 
find:them in the air which we breathe, in the water 
which we drink, and in the ground upon which we walk. 
The natural orifices of the body, im health, contain 
countless myriads of organisms—the mouth and large 
howel probably affording a refuge for the greater part. 
It should be borne in mind that the blood, lymph, and 
other tissues of the healthy body, as well as the various 
secretions, are germ-free. 

The disease produced by pathogenic bacteria are not, 
in every case, due to the bacteria themselves, but often 
to the toxins or poisons which they produce. In Anth- 
rax, however, the organisms are present in such enor- 
mous quantities in the blood that capillaries become 
choked, and the spleen may become so large that the 
bacteria contained in it possibly weigh more than the 
spleen-tissue itself. 

The toxin is no imaginary matter, and can be proved 
beyond yea or nay. For instance, we can grow an 
organism such as the Tetanus Bacillus in broth, kill off 
the germs by boiling, filter the residue through a fine 
porcelain filter, inject some of the resultant liquid into 
an animal when Tetanus is set up without the presence 
of a single organism. ; ue 

Some diseases are undoubtedly of a bacterial origin, 
but the causal organism is so minute that the highest 
power of the microscope known to science is unable to 
reveal their presence, though it is clear that they are 
there, though invisible: to such organisms the term 
ultra microscopic is applied—a good instance being the 
one responsible for Rabies. : ‘ 

Probably our globe would be inhabitated entirely by 
bacteria were it not for King Sol, the sun’s rays being a 

ve deterrent to their existence. In other words, the 
t germicide is direct sunlight, and perhaps owing to 
the fact that it costs nothing, its importance is fre- 
quently overlooked. It has been found by experiment 
that ten hours exposure to sunlight will kill a culture of 
- glanders, and if this virulent organism can be rendered 
sterile by this means, it is evident that other organisins, 
equally virulent, will be rendered hors de combat in the 
same way. In this connection, it might also be remem- 
bered that desiccation helps to increase the mortality of 
all germs, and in this way even the Tubercle Bacilli set 
free from the sputum of an infected subject will after 
some time be rendered incapable of harm. From a 
hygienic point of view, therefore, we can readily under- 
stand the importance and value of an ample supply of 
light and air in the stable or byre, which 1s one more 
lesson taught us by the bacteriologist. 

What is true of the bacteria is not always true of the 
spores : the latter sometimes appear to possess almost 
»henomenal powers of resistance, and in some instances 
Nigh temperatures continuously applied for extended 
periods are required to kill them off. For example the 
spore of Tetanus can be subjected to a heat of 80 C. 
for 30 minutes without being affected. It will thus be 


apparent that the eradication of diseases such as Black- 
uarter, Malignant cedema, Anthrax, and Tetanus, each 
ue to spore-producing bacilli, presents a formidable 
problem to be solved by future scientists. 

With this brief outline of what may be called part of 
the A.B.C. of the subject, let us see how we can apply 
our knowledge of the science in practice. 

The writer wishes to commence by making some 
reference to a disease of cattle first ribed within 
recent years by a scientist on the Continent, and in defer- 
ence to whom the name “Johne’s Disease” has been 
applied. Hitherto, this malady was believed to be con- 
fined to the continent of Europe, but recently several 
cases have been recorded in the British Isles, and in all 
probability the disease is far more common in thesé 
shores than was at first imagined. 

We are called in to see a bovine which we are told is 
not thriving. It is not, in outward appearance, the 
same as its fellow members of the herd, though its ap- 
petite may be apparently all right, and we are told that 
it ruminates normally ; or we may be told of a foul- 
smelling diarrhea which has been persistent for some 
time. We would naturally be tempted, on the impulse 
of the moment, to suspect tuberculosis, and to confirm 
suspicions we recommend the tuberculin test. The 
owner, perhaps, consents ; we test the animal, and find 
it does not react. We may then fall back upon the 
theory that our patient is suffering from strongylosis, 
being the unwilling host of some of the small worms of 
that species. We treat for the condition, and results 
are again nil. If we possess a microscope, we may 
examine the faces for evidence of strongyles or their 
eggs, but find nothing to warrant us in supporting our 
theory. 

We are now face to face with the question—what is 
the matter with this animal! That something is 
seriously wrong, over and above the mere fact of mal- 
nutrition, is evident: then what is our bovine suffering 
from?! It is not tuberculosis, it is not strongyles, it is 
not poisoning, and there must be some reason for the 
symptoms exhibited. Here is a good opening for the 

yractitioner who is the happy possessor of a microscope, 
as faith in his bacteriology, and is blessed with a fair 
share of patience, and sufficient determination to probe 
the matter to its depths. 

Our procedure is as follows :—We take a small scrap- 
ing from the rectum of the animal, as far up as it. is 
vossible for us to reach, we smear some of this scraping 
ightly on. the centres of a few perfectly clean glass 
slides, allow the thin films, thus made, to dry, after 
which we proceed to stain. 

The bacillus of “Johne’s Disease” belongs to the 
same class as the Tubercle Bacillus, 7.e., the acid-fast 
bacilli, and perhaps the easiest method of staining is the 
one recommended by the late Prof. Kuhne. It is as 
follows :—{a) Stain the film with a solution of hot 
carbol-fuchsin ; allow this to remain on the slides for 
five or ten minutes: (4) Apply a 2 per cent. solution 
of Aniline—hydrochlorate in water, which may be left 
on for a minute or more ; then allow it to run off the 
slide: (¢) Next apply methylated spirit until all 
colouring matter ceases to come away: (d) Wash the 
section in water: (e) Apply a watery solution of 
methylene blue: (/) Wash in in water, and dry 
over a spirit flame: If coe to keep the section 
SS we may preserve it by placing a minute 

rop of Canada balsam on the centre of the film, upon 
which a coverglass is then allowed to slowly settle. 
If the case is one of “Johne’s Disease” our labour 
will be rewarded by the sight of numerous bacilli under 
the field of vision. This germ resembles the Tubercle 
Bacillus — closely, but nevertheless some 
distinctive features. It is somewhat smaller than that 
of Tubercle ; it stains uniformly, while that of Tubercle 
stains in patches or granules, the remainder being un- 
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stained ; there are no such granules in the bacillus 
responsible for “ Johne’s Disease.” 

aving arrived at this stage, we can assert with confi- 
dence that we have discovered the true cause of the 
malady, and consequently can inform our client that our 
penance is unfavourable, that his animal is suffering 
rom an incurable disease, and that although it might 
be ible to prolong its life for some months, yet the 
end is inevitable, death from the wasting due to persist- 
ent diarrhoea. The best method of dealing with the 
case is to advise immediate slaughter. 

This disease, in the opinion of the writer, is fairly 
common throughout these islands in districts where 
cattle-breeding is extensively carried on, several instan- 
ces having come under his own personal observation in 
practice, and proved in the way described. With our 
moore knowledge we cannot entertain any hope of the 

isease becoming amenable to treatment, but it would be 
premature to say that curative measures will not ulti- 
mately be discovered. 

Proceeding further afield, let us deal briefly with 
Epizootie or Contagious Abortion in Mares 

e are now aware that this disease is due to a minute 
bacillus whose site of predilection is the uterus and 
genital passages of the female, which, on becoming preg- 
hant, is caused to abort. We know that infection 
spreads rapidly from a diseased toa healthy female, 
both by actual contact, by contamination with infective 
material, by numerous media, and finally by the inges- 
tion of food soiled by the vaginal excretions of a female 
affected with the malady. ing aware of these facts, 
our line of treatment is clear, and must be carried out in 
a thorough and far-reaching manner. 

We must commence by isolating the infected animal, 
or if there be more than one affected, they should be 
segregated. The causal organism is easily destroyed by 
antiseptic solutions, and accordingly we flush out the 
uterus and genital passages of the female which has 
aborted, with antiseptic solutions, such as the following: 
1 in 3000 perchloride of mercury ; 1 in 1000 Chinosol ; 
1 in 1000 permanganate of potash ; 2 per cent. carbolic 
acid ; 1 per cent. creolin ete. This irrigation of the 
womb and should be repeated daily until all 
discharges have ceased to come away, which may extend 
into weeks. The vulva and tail should be washed with 
disinfectants, and it may not be unwise to wash the 
external genitals of the other pregnant females with 
which she may have been in contact. The stallion or 
bull should also receive attention, taking care to disin- 
fect the penis, sheath, lips, and breast. The aborted 
foetus with its membranes, should be burnt with as 
much expedition as possible, and all places likely to 
have been contaminated: by it, or by any discharges, 
should receive a liberal saturation of some strong disin- 
fectant fluid. Floors, walls, wood-work, etc., if suspect- 

should also receive attention ; in houses or ak 
this is probably best effected by the use of the painter's 
lamp. Ina word, our treatment is disinfection carried 
out on the most thorough lines. 

A means of preventive inoculation against this scourge 
is likely to be forthcoming before long, and it is said 
that Prof. Bang, of Copenhagen, is at present carrying 
out a series of experiments with that end in view. 

Probably one of the most dreaded diseases which the 
veterinarian is likely to encounter in practice is Anth- 
rax, because, like andes, it shares the unenviable dis- 
tinction of being pathogenic to man. Fortunately, out- 
breaks of this disease are now not very frequent, but 
their possibility must not be overlooked. Hence, when 
called in to make a post-mortem examination on a bovine 


which has died suddenly, we should never lose sight 
of the fact that we may be dealing with a case of Anth- 
rax. The importance of this assertion is the more 

parent when we find the carcase tympanitic, and a 
Sicod-stained discharge oozing from the natural orifices 


of the body. The case may be merely one of poisoning 
from the ingestion of yew, hemlock, or acorns, or from 
a drug such as strychnine administered in an overdose, 
but it may equally be a case of Anthrax, and we should 
act as though prepared for the latter contingency. 

Anthrax is a typical septiczemia, due to the introdue- 
tion into the system of the Bacillus Anthracis ; this is 
an organism with square cut ends, whose length is 
about four times its thickness. It is a spore-producing 
ee but a peculiarity is that spores are produced 
only when the germs are exposed to the air, in other 
words, no spores are produced until the blood of the 
infected animal is shed. This is the reason for the 
stringent measures adopted by the Authorities in out- 
breaks of this disease, the rule being that carcases sus- 

ected of being infected with Anthrax must not be cut 
into, or the hide slashed in any way, under severe 
penalty. 

The spores of Anthrax seem to possess the faculty of 
existing indefinitely ; they may be buried 20 feet in the 
ge for many rae, and then be brought to the sur- 

ace of the ground in a wormeast, the latter may become 

desiccated when the spores may be conveyed to the grass 
and eaten by some herbivorous animal. It is believed 
to be only necessary for a single spore to gain access to 
the blood. stream of an animal in order to cause the 
disease. Having reached the blood stream, the spore 
becomes a bacillus, which divides by fission into two, 
which in turn divide, so that within the space of a few 
minutes an incredible number of germs are produced 
which spread through the whole of the circulatory 
system. The question now arises, is the practitioner 
justified in endeavouring to prove that the case is not 
one of anthrax, provided he is not satisfied in his own 
mind of the correctness of the fact? The writer is 
strongly of the opinion that he is, as the only true 
method of diagnosis is the evidence of the presence of 
the Anthrax Bacillus, and if the latter cannot be demon- 
strated, then we can conclusively assert that we are 
dealing with something totally different. 

With a view to demonstrate the bacillus, we proceed 
as follows :—Remove a small portion of the tip of one 
ear, taking care to wrap it up carefully so as not to soil 
the hands or clothes. We make a few thin smears of 
the blood on some clean glass slides, dry them, and 
examine under the high power. We may see nothing 
beyond the usual constituents of normal blood ; but, on 
the other hand, we may see much more. Under the 
field of the instrument we may be able to detect numer- 
ous small transparent objects, something like minute 
fragments or spicules of glass, and all uniform in 
character ; these will be the bacilli of Anthrax. 

Having reached this point, we may go a stage further 
and stain our slides in order to make the matter still 
more clear. The latter is easily effected in a variety of 
ways, but the writer will give what is known as the Gram 
method, as this will afterwards prove useful in the stain- 
ing of a number of other organisms : (a) Stain with a 
solution of carbol gentian violet. (4) Apply some 
Lugol’s solution for a few minutes, then run it off. (¢) 
Apply spirit until all colouring matter ceases to come 
away. (d) Wash in water. (e) Apply a dilute solu- 
tion of basic fuchsin. (f) Wash again in water. (q) 
Dry over spirit lamp, and if so desired, mount in Balsam. 
The bacilli are seen in considerable number and stained 
a violet colour. 

If we have failed to detect the bacilli by either of 
these methods, we.can greens with our post-mortem in 
the ordinary way, but if we have discovered the germs, 
we must direct our client to at once notify the case to 
the nearest police station, when our responsibility 


ceases. 
From what has been said, it is clear that the onl 

effectual method of dealing with carcases infected wit 

anthrax is to adopt cremation ; when the latter is done, 
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we can rest assured that the spores will not pay us a| fortified the subject 


return visit in years to come. 

It is always advisable, when an outbreak of anthrax 
is discovered, to endeavour to confer immunity on the 
remaining members of the herd. This can be effected in 
more ways than one. Probably the most simple method 
is that of vaceination. The vaccine is a double one, 7.e. 
the animals must be vaccinated twice within an 
interval of ten days; this confers an immunity 
which is supposed to last for about a year. Other 
methods are (a) The injection of toxins; (4) the 
injection of serum, and (c) the simultaneous injection of 
serum and cultures of the organism, recommended by 
Sobernheim : the latter method is practised extensivel 
in South Africa, apparently with good results. it 
may be advisable to mention that anthrax is not con- 
fined to bovines, cases of the disease crop up from time 
to time amongst equines, less often, perhaps, in sheep, 
pigs, and goats. If called in to make a post-mortem on 
a horse which we are told has died rather suddenly 
after having exhibited some colicky symptoms, and we 
observe the throat swollen, we should consider the 
possibility of anthrax, more especially when on opening 
the carcase we find a yellowish, gelatinous exudate upon 
the serous membranes. 

Talking about the gram method of staining, it may 
he mentioned that the following organisms may be 
stained in precisely the same manner :—The hecilli of 
black-quarter, tuberculosis, tetanus, caseous lymph- 
adenitis, actinomycosis, lymphangitis ulcerosa, swine 
erysipelas and braxy ; also the micrococcus of gangrenous 
mastitis, the streptococcus of strangles, and the various 
staphylococci and streptococci found in pus. 

lack-quarter.—The ravages of this disease in Lreland 
are, unfortunately, only too well known. The casual 
organism is a bacillus which produces spores. The 
latter are found singly, usually at one end of the germ, 
which causes it to bulge, and gives it an appearance 
somewhat resembling a drumstick. It can be stained 
by the Gram method. The organism is a facultative 
parasite, existing in the ground as a saphrophyte, and 
only requiring to gain entrance to the slightly injured 
tissues of a susceptible animal in order to set up the 
malady. 

When once the disease is set up, curative measures, as 
a rule, are worse than useless, and the practitioner 
should therefore urge upon his client the necessity of 
having his young stock vaccinated in the late summer 
or early autumn. The vaccine is prepared from diseased 
muscle—a good one being prepa: by Messrs. Parke, 
Davis & Co., in the form of minute pellets, which are 
easily inserted beneath the skin of the calves by means 
of a special syringe for the purpose. The results, in 
every case, which came under the notice of the writer 
were uniformly excellent. 

Tetanus.—This disease is due to a bacillus, which 
resembles that of black-quarter very closely, but is much 
thinner. It also is often found with a spore at one ex- 
tremity, which gives it the appearance of a tennis 
racquet: it stains by the Gram method. 

As a curative agent, anti-tetanic serum has its 
admirers and detractors ; but, if a case of tetanus is 
attended to in time, before the toxins of the bacteria 
have taken too great a hold upon the central nervous 
system, there is no reason why the serum should not be 
beneficial, as it should help to neutralise the additional 
toxins which may be secreted. There are many practi- 
tioners who have proyed this fact totheir own satisfaction 
over and over again. As a preventive agent against 
tetanus following surgical operations, anti-tetanic serum 
is perhaps most 

his disease appears to be more rife in certain districts 
than in others, and, in places where it is common, certain 
operations should never be performed until we have 


against the disease by the inocula- 
tion of anti-tetanic serum. This is all the more advisable 
when we consider that an animal can be immunised for 
the small cost of half-a-crown. 

Glanders.—This disease is caused by the bacillus 
mallei, and can usually be diagnosed without difficulty, 
doubtful cases being decided by the use of mallein, 
which is a killed culture of the organism in glycerine 
bouillon, just as tuberculin is of the tubercle bacillus. 
It is sometimes possible to confuse glanders, in practice, 
with epizootic lymphangitis, and perhaps also with 
lymphangitis ulcerosa. In order to draw a distinction 
between these three diseases we should remember that 
epizootic lymphangitis is caused by an organism of the 
yeast type, somewhat egg-shaped, and called the saccha- 
romyces farciminosus. This organism is readily per- 
ceived by examining a thin film of the fresh pus under 
the microscope, and requires no staining. 

Lymphangitis ulcerosa has a clinical resemblance to 
farcy, but is due to a bacillus which stains by the Gram 
method. The germ is found in the exudate, and when 
discovered enables the practitioner to form a definite 
opinion as to what he is dealing with. 

Though not strictly within the category of bacterio- 
logy, perhaps a passing allusion to Piroplasmosis may 
be allowed. The best pans member in this country is 
the Piroplasma Bigeminum which is responsible for the 
disease of Redwater in cattle. This is an animal para- 
site, though microscopic in size, and its habitat is the 
interior of the red blood corpuscles, where it produces 
hemolysis. The piroplasma is inoculated into cattle by 
means of the common ticks found in the country—the 
Ixodes, Ricinus, or Reduvius. These ticks go Seana 
several stages in their life history before they become 
mature, and these successive — necessitate the fall- 
ing off of the tick from its unwilling host in order that 
it may pass through its moult or ecdysis upon the 
pe. Thus an immature tick, we will say, has been 

elping itself to the blood of a bovine which is suffering 
from redwater: in taking the blood it also takes in 
several of the piroplasmata. After undergoing its 
moult, it may again fix itself upon a bovine which 
has hithert escaped the disease, and in the exchange 
which follows, some of the piroplasmata gain an entry 
into the new host, where they give rise to the disease. 
The parasites may be seen under the microscope within 
the red blood corpuscles, in the form of twin pear-shaped 
bedies united together by a common stalk. The disease 
is unfortunately often introduced to a farm where it 
has never been known to exist before by the introduc- 
tion of cattle from a district where the disease is rife, 
and when once introduced is difficult to eradicate. Know- 
ing that the tick is the agent by which redwater is 
spread, it is well to advise the owner of the cattle to 
remove his animals from the infected lands for some 
time, and if the tick has no host upon which it can 
exercise its ingenuity, the result is it will die of starva- 
tion, and thereby the fields will again become habitable 
for stock which are free from the disease. 

The writer considers that the profession owe a debt 
of gratitude to the scientists who at the present day 
are centreing their best endeavous upon the discovery 
of the causes of disease, efforts which in the majority of 
instances means daily and hourly labour continued for 
years, until the problem they are intent upon has been 
solved. Much, it will be admitted, has been rey ae 
but much more remains to be done, and the writer is o! 
the opinion that all practitioners should endeavour, as 
far as they possibly can, to help forward the work. 
We are often asked to assist by sending morbid speci- 
mens, or the results of our own observation, to those 
who are engaged upon certain studies, and if we regard 
the matter in a serious light we may, in this way, be 
able to help, even though the matter may appear trivial. 
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By this means—and this means only, will the standard 
science be carried into regions which up to the present 
are unexplored. 

In conelusion the writer desires it to be clearly 
understood that his short paper merely touches upon 
the extreme fringe of the science of bacteriology, let it, 
therefore, be considered as an introduction only. He 
hopes that the discussion will, in some measure, make 
= its imperfections, and tend to throw additional 
ight upon what we must all consider a most important 
and absorbing subject. 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


FIRST MEETING OF COUNCIL.* 


A meeting of Council was held at 10 Red Lion Square, 
London, W.C., on Friday, July 2nd. The following 
members were present : Major-General Thomson, C.B. ; 
Col. Duck, C.B.; Profs. Dewar, McCall, Mettam, and 
Shave; Messrs. Abson, Banham, Barrett, Carter, 
Garnett, Lawson, McCall, McKinna, Mulvey, Ruther- 
ford, Shipley, Simpson, Slocock, Stockman, Villar, 
and Wharam ; Mr. G. Thatcher (Solicitor), and Mr. 
Fred Bullock (Secretary). 

Mr. Stmpson: It is necessary that we should have 
a chairman for a short time, until our new President. is 
elected. I therefore beg to propose that Mr. Garnett 
take the chair, he being, I believe, the senior vice- 
President present. 

Mr, Mutvey seconded the motion, which was carried 

[Mr. F. W. Garnett then took the chair.] 


APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 


The SecrETARY announced that communications had 

been received from the following members regretting 
their inability to attend the meeting: Messrs. Bower, 
Burt, Mason, Sumner, and Trigger. The following 
letter had also been received from Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
dated oy? Ist, 1909 : 
_ “Dear Mr. Bullock, I greatly regret that owing to an 
important engagement out of town to-morrow i shall 
not be able to attend the meeting of Council. I regret 
this all the more, because in vacating the Presidential 
chair I should have liked to express to the Council my 
warmest thanks for the great kindness and considera- 
tion which they have always extended to me. To you, 
personally, I am also indebted for the obliging way in 
which you have always endeavoured to lighten the work 
that fell to me as President.” 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT. 


Prof. McCat.: Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, I rise 
with very t pleasure indeed to move that our friend 
Mr. Locke be appointed President for the ensuing year. 
I do not think it is necessary I should say many words 
in recommending Mr. Locke to your notice. He has 
been known to me for a long, period—I find, by refer- 
ence, for over 43 years, 40 years of which he has been 
a member of the veterinary profession. I had the 
honour of being one of his teachers in Glasgow, and it 
has given me very great pleasure to take particular 
notice of all he has been doing through the past years. 
As many of you are aware, he has been connected with 
the Town Council of Manchester. I do not say that it 
was entirely due to Mr. Locke’s influence, but I know 


veterinary surgeon who orms the duties of meat 
inspector, and the other duties falling to that office. It 
is fourteen years ago since he was elected by his fellow 
practitioners to be a member of this Council. During 
those fourteen years he has been reappointed to that 
office, I think, four times, and he has an held the office 
of Vice-President for a considerable number of years. 
‘or this and many other reasons I have very much 
pleasure indeed in proposing, with great confidence, 
that our friend Mr. ke be appointed President. 
(Cheers). 

Mr. Lawson : I would like to second the nomination 
of Mr. Locke, which has been so ably proposed by Prof. 
McCall. I do so first of all because I have known Mr. 
Locke longer than anybody round this table. We have 
been associated in the beautiful valley of the Colne in 
Manchester for the last fifty years. He has been a 
regular attendant, both at the Committees and on the 
Council for the last fourteen years, and I am sure 
a will admit that he has faithfully performed 
his duties to the profession. He is a self-made man, 
He was brought up in the old firm of Lawsons at Man- 
chester, where he served his apprenticeship. He was a 
very intelligent and hardworking lad, and he saved 
sufficient money to take himself to the College, where 
he passed his examinations very creditably. After he 
had received his diploma he had to take an assistant- 
ship for a few years to get on his legs before he joined 
the late Mr. James Taylor. He was afterwards partner 
in that concern, and has been a very great success ever 
since. Locally he is very well known. He has been a 
Councillor of the Manchester Council, and served with 
very great credit. He is at present, I think, the Chair- 
man of the Overseers for one of the districts of Man- 
chester. Taking it altogether, I think all his spare time 
he has devoted to the profession for the last twenty 
years. He is at present the Secretary of the Benevolent 
and Defence Association, which takes up a considerable 
amount of time ; he has devoted an immense amount of 
work to that object. I think, taking it all in all, he has 
done more than his share to forward the interests of 
this profession and the members of it, and I therefore 
have very great pleasure in seconding Prof. MeCall’s 
proposition. (Cheers.) 

r. CARTER: I have very much pleasure in —- 
ing the proposition, and in saying that I have had the 
honour and pleasure of Mr. Locke’s acquaintance for a 
considerable number of years, and I can say without 
hesitation that there is no gentleman round this table 
who is more worthy of this high distinction than Mr. 
Locke. (Cheers). 

Mr. Simpson : I would like to say one word in sup- 
porting this proposition. Doubtless every member of 
Council prot a say a good word for Mr. Locke, and I 
would not trouble the Council with the few remarks I 
have to make were it not for the fact that a certain cir- 
cumstance was not referred to either by the proposer 
or the seconder. I refer to the extreme loyalty of Mr. 
Locke to the profession and to the measures that have 
been before the Council. More particularly I refer to 
the action of Mr. Locke last year when, in the ordinary 
course of events, he might reasonably have expected to 
be made the President for that year. It was put kindly 
I hope before Mr. Locke, and Mr. Locke saw it in the 
right light, that in view of the fact of this important 
Bill being before the profession, and the fact that Sir 
John M‘Fadyean was so well acquainted with all the 
details connected with it, it was thought advisable to 
ask Mr. Locke if he would mind standing aside for 
another year, and with his usual loyalty he readily con- 
sented. (Hear, hear.) I think that mark of me 4 to 
the Council deserves being placed on record. (Hear, 


hear.) 
he took a very active part in the appointment of the 


* The copyright of this report is registered. 
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the ensuing year was put to the meeting and carried 
with acclamation. 

{Mr. Locke was then invested with the robe and chain 
of oftice, and on taking the Chair was greeted with very 
hearty cheering. } 

The PRESIDENT naa Locke) : Gentlemen of the Coun- 
cil, first of all allow me to thank my proposer and 
seconder for the very kind words which they used in 

wroposing me for this high and honourable position. I 

heel it all the more coming from my old friend Professor 
M‘Call, because I have been associated with him ever 
since I entered on my professional career. He was a 
very 1 friend to me at that time, and well I needed 
it. ith regard to my friend, Alex. Lawson, we have 
been connected together ever since I entered on my life 
in the business world. Gentlemen, with rd to the 
unanimous vote which you have been pleased to pass, I 
can hardly find words to express to you my feelings, but 
I do assure 72 that I appreciate your kindness to the 
very full. 1 think I appreciate this position more than 
some of my predecessors, for this reason. My prede- 
cessors in office have all been men of marked ability and 
talent, for instance, the ex-President who has just vaca- 
ted this chair. He is, as you know, one of the brightest 
and most brilliant ornaments of the profession, while I 
consider myself to be about one of the lowest. (“ No, 
no.”) But, gentlemen, all I have done I have done for 
the love of my profession, and with the dogged endeav- 
our to succeed by perseverance. I have endeavoured to 
find a goal, and ve endeavoured to make a way to 
that goal. Your kindness is very great in this respect, 
that by your action to-day you have proved to me that 
I have done some little good in the profession. The 
little talent I have I must have kept bright and bur- 
nished, so that it could refiect light upon my profession. 
I have also endeavoured to live in accord with my 
fellow men in the city in which I live. I do not know 
that I can say any more, except perhaps before I sit 
down I should like to refer to the Bill which is before 
us at the present time. I do not wish to argue for or 
against that Bill—I do not think this is the right and 
proper time—but I do think this, that after the annual 
meeting this Council has received a mandate from the 
profession to say that we must have a Bill, and that we 
must have this Bill—there can be no doubt about it. 
We do require some alteration in the wording of our 
constitution if we are tosucceed. That being so I think 
the Bill must go forward, either in this form or in an 
amended form. I do hope that during my year of office 
I shall be able pues to throw oil on the troubled 
waters. I should like to ask that those gentlemen who 
no doubt from conscientious motives are opponents of 
the Bill, will try and be more conciliatory, and each side 
endeavour to do the best they can—to give if they can ; 
but do for goodness let us have this Bill settled. To m 
mind it has been on the fapis for too long a time. Ml 
the professional world are techies on, and I think it is 
not right that we should have dissentions among us. 
do hope that during my year of oftice I shall receive the 
support—I shall need it—of every member of the Coun- 
cil, both individually and collectively. (Hear, hear.) I 
know my shortcomings as well as any man, and I will 
endeavour to guard against them. To that end I hope 
you will all assist me to uphold the dignity of this posi- 
tion. I do not ask you to do it for myself but for the 
sake of the position which I hold. Once more I beg to 
tender you all my very deepest thanks for the great 
honour which you-have bestowed upon me to-day. 

Prof. Metram : I beg to propose that a hearty vote of 
thanks be accorded to our ex-President, Sir John 
M‘Fadyean. For three years he has occupied the chair, 
and we must all admit that he has oceupied it with 
dignity and with credit. (Hear, hear.) Moreover, dur- 
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ae Paw three years we all know that Sir John 
M‘Fadyean has been extremely busy in matters other 
than those particularly appertaining to the profession. 
He is a member of the Royal Commission on Tubercu- 
losis, he is serving on the Committee which is enquirin, 
into Vivisection, and in addition to that he has carri 
out in the fullest manner the duties pertaining to this 
office. We remember, further, that during these three 
years we have been passing through a critical period in 
the history of the profession in connection with this Bill. 
The time that Sir John M‘Fadyean has spent in the 
interests of the profession cannot be considered a small 
matter, and therefore think we cannot do less than 
accord him a hearty vote of thanks for his conduct 
while he has occupied the chair, and I beg to move 
accordingly. 

Mr. Mutvey: I have ve t pleasure in second- 
ing the proposition. We all know what a strenuous 
worker Sir John M‘Fadyean is, and how, particularly 
during the last two years of his presidency he has been 
very much engaged. It was not at his wish that he was 
re-elected last year, it was only after being persuaded by 
his confréres that he consented to again act. I have very 
great pleasure in seconding the proposition. 

The resolution was then put, and carried with accla- 
mation. 


ELEcTION OF ViICE-PRESIDENTS. 


Eight members having been nominated as Vice-presi- 
dents, and there being only six vacancies, a ballot was 
taken and resulted as follows : 


McFadyean 22 

Stockman 20 

Garnett 18 Williams 
Shipley 15 Burt 


As there was a tie for the sixth place, a second ballot 
between Mr. Wharam and Prof. Williams was taken and 
resulted as follows : 


Wharam 14 Williams 8 
The PRestpENT declared Messrs. M‘Fadyean, Stock- 
man, Garnett, Shipley, Carter, and Wharam elected as 
Vice-presidents. 


ELECTION OF TREASURER. 


Mr. Stmpson : I have very great pleasure in aski 
this Council to repeat an action which they sarhemmed 
some few months ago in connection with the appoint- 
ment of the Treasurer. It is in the memory of all of 
you that it’ became necessary to select a gentleman to 
carry out the duties of Treasurer on the death of our 
old friend the late Mr. Wragg, and the unanimous 
choice fell upon Mr. Mulvey, and during the short time 
he has occupied the important position he has carried 
out his duties to the satisfaction of everybody. The 
presentation by him of the financial statement of the 
College, both at the annual meeting and to-day at the 

pre evidence of the fact 
that he thoroughly understands the work he has under- 
taken, and that he is determined to conscientiously 
carry it out. I have very much pleasure in asking the 
Council to re-elect Mr. Mulvey to the important posi- 
tion of Treasurer of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

Mr. Apson : I have great pleasure in seconding the 
motion. Iam quite sure we could not have a better 
man than Mr. Mulvey to fill the position, the accounts 
which he set before us to-day showing how eminently 
fitted he is for the post. 

The resolution was carried with acclamation. 

Mr. Mutvey: In in accepting the office of 
Treasurer I desire to say how extremely obliged I am 
for the kindly terms in which the proposition has been 
made. I can only assure you that the work connected 


| 


30 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


July 10, 1909 


with the accounts of the College which have been en- 
trusted to my care shall be carried out to the very best 
of my ability. 

ELECTION OF SECRETARY AND REGISTRAR. 


Mr. Mutvey : It affords me extreme pleasure to pro- 
pose the re-election of Mr. Frederick Bullock as Secre- 
tary and Registrar. The work he has done for us dur- 
ing the time he has acted as Secretary shows for itself 
what his worth is. I very highly appreciate personally 
the assistance he has given me on many occasions in the 

paration of the accounts of the College ; and I there- 
ore without further remark propose that he be re- 
a AY Ge to the office that he now holds. 

Mr. Carter seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. BuLLock (Secretary and Registrar), who was re- 
ceived with cheers, on rising to reply, said: Mr. Presi- 
dent and gentlemen, [am grateful to you for my re- 
election, and I promise you that you can count on my 
devotion during the coming year, as in the past. 

This concluded the meeting of Council. 


QUARTERLY MEETING OF COUNCIL. 


Immediately following the meeting of Council the 
uarterly Meeting of Council was held. The President, 
Mr. Sam Locke, occupied the chair, and the same mem- 
bers were present as at first meeting, with the addition 
of Mr. Dollar. 
MINUTES. 


The minutes of the last quarterly meeting having 
been printed and circulated, were taken as read and 
confirmed. 

OBITUARY. 


The SECRETARY read the Obituary List. 


ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 


The Secretary announced that the following gentle-4 
men had been admitted members since the last quarterly 
meeting :— 

Edinburgh College: Messrs. Edwin Armstrong, Frank 
Bradley, David Hannay, Charles 8. Hunting, Frank 
Hogg, William M. Mitchell, James A. Robertson, 
Bernard A. Searby, William Allen Smith. 

Dublin College: Mr. James Doyle. 

Glasgow College: Messrs. Fred W. Hart, 
Somerville, James H. Crawford, Colin McNeill. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


The Secretary read the following letter, dated June 
28th, 1909, from Dr. John James, Chief Education 
Official of the Glamorgan County Council : 

“Tam directed by the Education Committee to en- 
quire whether the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
are prepared to draw up a syllabus for Veterinary Hy- 
giene and First Aid to Stock, and to conduct an Exam- 
ination in these subjects.” 

Mr. Garnett: I propose that the letter be referred 
to the Parliamentary and General Purposes Committee 
for consideration and report. 

Mr. Barrett: May I suggest the Examination Com- 
mittee? Would not that be better? 

Prof. Merram: I beg to propose that we take no 


action in the matter. : 
Is it to be supposed 


James 


Mr. Mutvey: I second that. 
for one moment that the R.C.V.S. are to lend their sup- 

rt to the issuing of a new diploma, for that is what 
it amounts to (“No, no.”) I say decidedly that we 
should take no action in the matter. 

Mr. Barrett: Might I suggest to Mr. Mulvey that 
no harm would result if it were considered by the Ex- 
amination Committee. 


Mr. Mutvey: We have a large meeting of Council 


here, and they are competent to deal with it without 
relegating it to a Committee, which is not necessary. 

Mr. Barretr: In order to test the feeling of the 
Council I move as an amendment that the letter be re- 
ferred to the Examination Committee for consideration 
and report. 

Mr. Bannam : I second that. 

The amendment was put and lost. 
therefore be taken in the matter. 

The SECRETARY read a letter from Mr. H. Gamble, 
F.R.C.V.S., who recently obtained the Fellowship Dip- 
loma, asking that he might have his thesis returned to 
him in order that he might take a copy of it. 

Mr. Stmpson : We came to a decision some time ago 
with regard to a similar application, although I am not 
se to say what that decision was. 

Mr. Mutvey: The decision this Council came to on 
the question was that the candidate should be allowed 
to take a copy of these theses. 

F The Secretary: He was allowed to have it for ten 
ays. 

Mr. Mutvey: That was an exceptional case, and it 
would be a bad precedent to do it again; but in any 
other applications which might be made it was decided 
that we do not allow the thesis to leave these premises 
—that the candidate might make a copy of it here, if he 
so liked. 

The PrestpENT: Or depute someor® to take it 
for him. Will that meet the case ? 

The Secrerary: If I had thought it would have 
been taken in that way I would have read the whole of 
the letter. Mr. Gamble -lives at Tipperary, and he 
writes: “This morning I received a letter dun Prof. 
Wooldridge asking me for a copy of my thesis, which he 
is good enough to say he would like to see, with a view 
to publication in The Veterinary Journal. 1 see in the 
regulations for the Fellowship Degree that “all theses 
and examination papers shall be retained by the Secre- 
tary until otherwise determined by the Council, and no 
person shall have access to them except by an order of 
the Council.” Will you very kindly let me know if it 
would be possible to get my original thesis back, and if 
so what steps should be taken by me. I have, of course, 
a rough draft of the original, but it is made up of many 
loose notes, and I haven't all the illustrations and 
photographs ; so that it would entail a tremendous 
— of time and labour to rewrite it from what I 

ave.” 

Mr. RurHerrorD: Are they aware, when they write 
these theses, that they are not returnable ? 

Mr. Asson: We cannot make fish of one and flesh of 
another. If one gentleman can have his thesis to copy, 
then another gentleman may have the same facili- 
ties. As this gentlemen lives at Tipperary, it would be 
a tremendous journey for him to fs to come and copy 
the thesis. I propose that the thesis be sent to him. 
(“No, no.”) It was sent to Mr. Share-Jones, and why 
should it not be sent to this man? I propose that the 
thesis be sent to him, and be copied on returned forth- 
with—within a week. 

Mr. Banuam: I second that. 

Mr. Stmpson : We have the acknowledgment in the 
letter that this thesis is required for publication. I do 
not know whether it is quite fair to our examiners for 
the Fellowship degree to have these theses published, 
and for them to be criticised by the general body of the 
profession, and to comment upon them as to whether 
the examiners were justified in giving the Fellowshi 
Degree to any member whose thesis may be published. 
I only ask you to consider that when you vote. 

The Prestpent : Is it not a fact that some of these 
theses have been published before ? 

Mr. McKinna: Yes. 

Mr. Apson : I will amend my motion if you like, that 


No action will, 
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he may have a copy at his own expense, if that will meet 
the wishes of the Council. 

Mr. RutrHerrorp: If you pass this motion, where 
will you stop? What about the students who write 
— They are equally entitled to ask for the return 
of them. 

Mr. McKinna: There is no precedent for that. 

Mr. RutHerrorp: But you would establish a pre- 
cedent by the first case, in the same way as you have 
established a precedent for the Fellowship. 

Prof. MerraM: At universities there is no difficulty 
in getting at the thesis and consulting it. In a good 
thesis there is a considerable amount of work, and I 
think it is only right and proper if a man comes up for 
the Fellowship and he thinks it worth while to publish 
his thesis, that we should let him do so. I think, under 
the circumstances, justice would be done by allowing 
a fair copy to be made at the expense of the candidate. 

Mr. Mutvey : Certainly. 

Mr. Ruruerrorp: There is no objection to that. 

Mr. Vittar: I would like to point out that supposing 
we allow this gentleman the facility, we may have to 
allow a considerable number of gentlemen the same 
facility. But if it goes forth from us as a hard and fast 
rule that we cannot allow it, when a gentleman prepares 
his thesis he will also make a copy of it in the first in- 
stance, in case he wishes to use it. | 

The Prestpent : The Secretary points out to me that 
there is this difficulty with regard to the thesis, that it 
cannot be copied here, but that it will have to be sent 
out to be copied with the photograps. There are photo- 
graphs in it. 

Prof. Merram: He is sure to have copies of his 
photographs. 

The Prestpent: He says not. 

Mr. ABson : Cannot we send the photographs to him? 

The Secretary : They are pasted on. 

Mr. Abson: Cut them out. 

The Secretary : Then you spoil the thesis. 

Mr. Mutvey : To facilitate matters I will withdraw 
the motion that I made, in favour of Mr. Abson, and 
second that. 

. The Prestpent: It is already seconded by Mr. Ban- 
mam. 

Mr. Srurson: A precedent has been referred to. I 
should like to say that a relative of mine wrote a thesis, 
and applied that he might have it back to make extracts 
from it—not to publish it—but it was refused, and 
properly, I think 

ne PRESIDENT : Really it is a very small matter. I 
have , proposition before me. Is there any amendment 
to it! 

Dr. McCatu : I think one of our rules, Rule 93, says 
that if a candidate’s thesis is accepted and he fails to 
obtain the necessary qualifying number of marks in the 
written examination, * shall not be required to furnish 
a new thesis on again presenting himself for the written 
examination. Are you going to allow a man who is re- 
fees for his Fellowship to have his thesis in the mean- 
time 

The Presipent: Each case must be settled on its 
merits. 

Mr. Vittar : It occurs to me that our examiners have 
gone through these papers and have marked them, as an 
act of courtesy we ought to put it to them before we 
allow this thesis to be published. The examination is 
to a great extent a private matter. Supposing we allow 
this gentleman, who no doubt wrote a very good thesis, 
to publish it, perhaps a man who sends in a bad thesis 
would also want to have it with the idea of criticising 
the action of our examiners. I therefore beg to pro 
that the letter be referred to the Examination Com- 
mittee. 

Prof. Merram : Is the thesis marked ? 

Mr. Mutvey: All of them are marked. 


” 


Mr. Stockman : “ Accepted” or “not accepted. 

Mr. Smrvpson : I will support the proposition of Mr. 
Villar, that this matter be referred to the Examination 
Committee, where the pros and cons can be thoroughly 
thrashed out and calmly deliberated upon. 

Mr. ABson : Supposing this gentleman had taken a 
copy of his thesis prior to sending the original in, what 
would there have been to prevent him publishing it ? 

The Presipent: There would have been no private 
marks of the examiners upon the copy. 

The amendment that the letter referred to the 
Examination Committee, was then put and carried. 

The SecreTary announced that a letter had been 
received from the Director-General of the Army Medical 
Service, enclosing a copy of the memorandum as to the 
conditions of service in the Special Reserve of Officers of 
the Army Veterinary Corps. 


PRESENTATIONS TO LIBRARY. 


Calendar of the College of Preceptors 1909-10: Par- 
ticulars of the Fourth International Dairy Congress, 
1909: Les Tuberculeux sous le Contréle lEtat de 
Pennsylvanie : Les Droits Légaux et la Tuberculose : 
Reports of the Council and Auditors of the Zoological 
Society of London, for 1908 : Joint Report of Field Ex- 
periments in Shropshire and Staffordshire for Season 
1908: Meat Inspection from an International Stand- 
wint: Revue de Pathologie Comparée, March 1909 : 

ulletin of the Sleeping Sickness Bureau, May and June, 
1909: The Journal of the Board of Agriculture, April, 
May, and June, 1909: Leaflets of the Board of Agricul- 
ture and Fisheries : 7'he Journal of Tropical Veterinary 
Setence, Vol. IV., Nos. land 2: The Veterinary Jow , 
The Veterinary News, The Veterinary Record for the 
quarter: The Journal of Comparative Pathology and 

herapeutics, March, 1909: Veterinary Student for 
April, 1909. 

On the motion of Major-Gen. Thomson, seconded by 
Mr. Mulvey, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the 
respective donors. 


Frxance CoMMITTEE. 


The Secretary read the a of a meeting of the 
Finance Committee held on July 2nd, which stated that 
the Treasurer submitted his financial statement for the 
quarter, and it was resolved that the statement be 
approved and adopted, and that the Treasurer be instruc- 
ted to draw cheques to the amount of £300 3s. 10d. and 
for monthly salaries, examiners’ fees and expenses, and 
examination expenses in London, Liverpool and Dubli 
electric light, and petty cash. The fol owing report 0 
the auditors on the annual audit was read, and it was 
resolved that the report be entered on the minutes. 


“28 Queen Street, London, E.C., 
llth May, 1909. 
Dear Sir, 

We enclose herewith copy of the accounts of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons for the year ending 30th 
April last ; the originals we have sent to Mr. Bullock 
this evening. 

You wil that have form of 
accounts, as in the past they were of practically no assis- 
tance to the ite nor should we care to have had 
them go out in this form with our name attached. 

We would draw your attention to the fact that the 
income of the College is not sufficient to meet the 
expenses for the year under review, and from a copy of 
last year’s account we hold it appears that this was also 
the case again. We would add that this constitutes a 
very grave danger to the College, as it would appear 
that to make up this deficiency the Trustees will have to 
realise a part of the funds of the College, and thus re- 
duce further the income received ; we feel that this is of 
such importance that we should be obliged if you would 
bring this matter before the Finance Committee. In 
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our opinion, and from our experience, we do not think 
the expenditure can be very much reduced, as the work- 
ing expenses are most reasonable, but on the other hand 
that it may increase ; for instance, in the present 
accounts no depreciation has been allowed for on the 
building, furniture, library, etc., and in the future this 
will have to be faced. 

We would add that the books are well kept, and that 
we are indebted to Mr. Bullock for his courtesy to us 
during our audit.—Yours faithfully, 

WoopnousE & WILKINSON.” 


It was resolved to recommend that Messrs. Wood- 
house and Wilkinson be appointed auditors for the cur- 
rent year at a fee of ten guineas. The Treasurer a 
ed that, as instructed, he had transferred the Colle: 
accounts from Sir Samuel Scott and Co’s bank to the 
_ National Provincial Bank of England, and that all Char- 
ters and other documents had been handed over to the 
new bank in the presence of the President, Treasurer, 
Secre and Auditors. It was resolved : 

“i. t the National Provincial Bank of England, 
Ltd., be instructed to pay and honour all cheques ex- 

to be drawn on behalf of this College upon the 
nking account or accounts kept or to be kept in the 
name of this College with the said bank, at any time or 
times, whether the banking account or accounts of this 
College are overdrawn by t a thereof or are in 
— or otherwise, provided they are signed by the 
President and Treasurer for the time being and counter- 
signed by the Secretary for the time being. 

2. That the said bank be leatiaatell to treat all 
cheques, drafts, and orders expressed to be endorsed on 
behalf of this College as neve been duly endorsed on 
behalf of this College, provided they are signed by the 
Secretary for the time being. ; 

3. That the said bank be instructed to treat all state- 
ments acknowledging the correctness of this College’s 


accounts with the said bank, and all receipts for fhe \ 


delivery of vouchers etc., which are expressed to 
made on behalf of the College, as having been duly made 
on behalf of this College, provided they are signed by the 
President and Treasurer. 

4. That the Manager of the High Holborn Branch of 
the said bank be furnished with a list of the names of 
the President, Treasurer, and Secretary, of this College 
and that he be from time to time informed in writing of 
any changes which may take place in them. 

5. That these resolutions be communicated to the 
said bank, and remain in force until duly rescinded and 
notice thereof in writing be given to the Manager of the 
Holborn Branch of the said bank by the President or 
Secretary of this College. 

The banking account of the College with the said 
bank, showing at this date a balance of £192 8s. 10d., 
was examined and found correct.” 

Mr. Lawson : I beg to propose that the report of the 
Finance Committee be received and adopted, and that 
be drawn for the outstanding accounts. 

ajor-General THomson : I second that. 

Mr. Mutvey : I should like to make one or two ob- 
servations on this Report. The first is that you will 
notice our deficit is larger this quarter than it was last. 
We now show that we have a deficit of £119 17s. 3d. 
During the ensuing quarter there are many cheques 
which will have to be drawn for salaries, examiners’ fees, 
and so on, but we shall shortly receive the fees from 
Dublin, London and Liverpool, and we shall probably 
be able to meet the expenses, but I am afraid not more 
than that. It will be necessary that I shall put in oper- 
ation the authority that was given me by the Council 
for an overdraft at the Bank, to which, I may say, the 
manager consented. That was one of the agreements 
that I entered into with him when the account was trans- 
ferred. I may tell you that the National Provincial 


Bank have now had an account for nearly three months, 
and they have honoured all our cheques. There is one 
other item I should like to deal with, and that is the 
remark made by the auditors: “In our opinion and from 
our experience we do not think the expenditure can be 
very much reduced, as the working expenses are most 
reasonable.” I want to show you, sir, that the working 
expenses have been very materially reduced during the 
last two years, and for that purpose I asked Mr. Bullock 
to get out for me a statement of the expenditure for the 
last few years. I find that our petty cash and house- 
hold expenses in the years 1903-7 averaged £98 5s. 10d. 
per year, the following being the figures for each year, 
1903-4 £92 17s. 1ld., 1904-5 £93 5s. 9d., 1905-6 105 1s., 
1906-7 £101 19s 10d., 1907-8 £88 15s. 5d., 1908-9 £80 17s. 
The average for the past two years is £84 16s. 2d., so 
that we are now saving nearly £14 a year com with 
the previous average I mentioned. Similarly the average 
amount for reporters for the same period was £20 2s. 2d. 
in 1907-9 the average per year was £6 7s. 9d. There 
again we have a saving of somewhere about £14 asyear. 
On printing we have spent something like £15 a year 
more, but that has been due to the fact that the Register 
was in a very bad state. Many corrections and altera- 
tions had to be made right through, and that raised the 
cost of the book up to £54 5s. 10d. in 1906, £60 12s. 6d. 
in 1907-8, and last year £69 18s. 6d. But against that 
increase we have been able to sell more Registers ; we 
have received on an average about £10 per annum more 
than we have hitherto done. The cost of the printing 
always varies. This year we had to get a supply of 
diploma, which supply will last us three years, so that 
you will not have that item a ring again for the next 
three years at all events. en you must not forget 
that we are saving in salaries some £50 a year compared 
with what has been the case during the past 15 years, so 
I think the Council and its officers cannot be accused of 
unduly and unnecessarily wasting the funds of the Col- 


ege. 
The motion for the adoption of the Report was carried 

unanimously. 

REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 


The SECRETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
Registration Committee held on July Ist, 1909, which 
stated that the Secretary reported he had received a 
communication from a member of the College practising 
in Guernsey to the effect that members practising in 
the Channel Islands did not have the protection of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. The Secretary was 
instructed, in consultation with Major General Thomson, 
to address a letter to the Bailiff of Guernsey suggesting 
the advisability of alaw being promulgated in the States 
of Guernsey similar to the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act. 

Letters were received from two members in answer to 
complaints made against them, and it was resolved that 
the explanations be accepted. Other correspondence 
was read, and the Secretary was instructed with regard 
to the replies to be sent. 

Mr. GeorGE CAMPBELL Hitt, M.R.C.V.S., appeared 
to answer a complaint referred back to the Committee 
in respect of a conviction against him in the High Court 
of Justiciary in Edinburgh, for defrauding certain under- 
writers by insuring and Sea oan of £455 for a 
horse destroyed by fire, the said horse not exceeding in 
value £100. Mr. Hill’s counsel addressed the Committee 
in mitigation. After the withdrawal of Mr. Hill and 
his counsel, it was resolved “That the Committee find 
the conviction against Mr. Hill proven.” In the case of 
W. M. Scott, the practitioner appeared and was defended 
by his solicitor, who stated that the offence consisted of 
the continued use of a name plate, bearing Mr. Scott’s 
name by an unqualified man at Glastonbury, and that 
his client had endeavoured to carry out the instructions 
of the Committee in having the name plate removed but 
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had been unsuccessful. On the withdrawal of the 
parties, it was resolved “ That the case be deferred for 
three months, and that in the meantime the Council 
lend Mr. Scott all possible assistance in taking legal 
steps to have the name plate removed, pariane ‘Wir. 
Scott undertakes to indemnify the Council of the costs.” 
Petitions were received praying for the re-hearing of the 


case against Mr. Potts, but it was resolved that the ap- | p 


plication be not acceded to. In another case it was 
reported that the complainant was in attendance, but as 
he had no witnesses it was resolved that the case be 
deferred. In the case of Scales, the practitioner appeared 
and was defended by Mr. Robinson, Solicitor. com- 
lainant was also in attendance, his case being conducted 
} Mr. Duncan, Barrister-at-Law. The char; inst 
Mr. Seales was that he was covering an unqualified man 
at Leyton. Witnesses were heard, and after the with- 
drawal of the parties it was resolved “That the Com- 
mittee find the charge of covering proved, and call upon 
Mr. Scales to discontinue the offence immediately, and 
to prodgice evidence in three months’ time that he has 
done so.” At this point, owing to the lateness of the 
hour, the meeting was adjourned until Friday morning, 
July 2nd, at 10 o'clock, when, the Report stated, severa 
cases were considered, but ordered to stand over for 
further evidence. 
The Solicitor reported that in one case a conviction 
had been obtained, and that an undertaking had been 
given in another. In four cases members were ordered 
to appear at the next meeting of the Council, to show 
why their names should not be removed from the Regis- 
ter. The Committee considered several other cases, in 
some of which it was decided there was no case, in others 
of which prosecutions were ordered in the event of sufti- 


cient evidence being obtained, and cautionary notices 
were instructed to be sent in two cases. 
It was resolved that, —e to the form of declara- 


tion being properly attested, the name of Mr. William 
James Healy should be restored to the Register of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

A letter was received from the Colonial Oftice asking 
for the observations of the Council upon the Ordinance 
for the registration of Veterinary Surgeons in British 
Guiana ; and it was resolved that a reply be sent giving 
general approval of the terms of the Gabuen but sug- 
gesting that one or more veterinary surgeons be added 
to the Medical Board. 

On the motion of Mr. SurpLey, seconded by Mr. 
Simpson, the report was adopted. 

Major-General THomson : As the result of the finding 
of the 9 wT Committee that the offence com- 
mitted by Mr. G. C. Hill was proven, I now move that 
his name be struck off the Register. 

Mr. Mutvey : I second that. 

The motion was put and carried, 17 voting for and 
none Inst. 

The Prestpent : The motion is carried by the requi- 


site three-thirds ry wpb There are 22 present, and 17 
voted in favour of the motion. 

Mr. 

lege should 


On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded b 
ley, it was resolved that the seal of the Col 

be affixed to the orders for prosecution mentioned in the 
report. 


EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 


Mr. Mutvey read the of a meeting of the 
Examination Committee held on July 1st, which stated 
that the reports of the Chairman of the Court of Ex- 
aminers on the recent examinations in Scotland were 
read, and it was resolved that the oy foe instruc- 
ted to confer with the Chairman of the mination 
Committee with regard to the question of the provision 
of boxes of specimens for Hygiene and Stable Manage- 


ment. 
The reports of the delegates on the Scotch examina- 


tions were present, and it was resolved (1) that the 
medical certificate of Mr. J. T. S. Mower who was absent 
from the examination, be accepted, and that his fees be 
held over until the next examination, (2) That the 
action of the local secretary in dismissing from the 
examination a student in Class B who was found copy- 
ing, be approved, that the student be not allowed to 
roceed to his examination in this class until December 
next, and that he be informed that the full fee of £5 
would then be payable. The local secretary’s report 
was read, and it was resolved that the local secretary in 
Scotland be allowed discretionary powers with regard 
to the purchase of horses for the Practical Examination 
with the view to reducing the expenses. b 
The tx rted. that owing to the unavoidable 
absence of Mr. allis Hoare and Prof. Ainsworth Davis 
from the examinations in Scotland, arrangements were 
made with Messrs. Andrew Spreull, F.R.C.V.S, and 
Dr. W. E. £ respectiyely to act in their stead. 
With to the Oral Examinations, the Secretary 
reported that Prof. McCall had arran for several 
students in Class A from the Glasgow Veterinary Col- 
lege to take their Oral Examinations in Edinburgh, and 
it was resolved that the thanks of the Committee be 
accorded to Prof. McCall for his consideration. Educa- 
tion certificates were submitted and, with the exception 
of one, the whole were 
On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Major- 
General Thomson, the report was adopted. 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. GaRNeTrT read the report of the Parliamentary 
Committee held on July 2nd, which stated that a letter 
was read from the Town Clerk of the Borough of Ham- 
mersmith in reference to the notification of glanders to 
the Medical Officer of Health, and it was resolved that 
a reply be sent stating that the Council had no power 
to deal with the drafting of orders, which was a matter 
for the Board of Agriculture. Resolutions passed by 
the Central Veterinary Medical Society were received 
and considered, and it was resolved that a reply be sent 
pointing out that the Society appeared in error in su 
posing that the Council of R.C.V.S. had had any part in 
the drafting of the Tuberculosis Order. A letter dated 
the 12th May was received from the Board of Agricul- 
ture stating that the Board were of opinion that the 
principle of the London Notification of Glanders Order 
should be extended throughout the country in the case 
of every infectious disease scheduled under the “Diseases 
of Animals Act,” and it was resolved to recommend that 
the Council accept the proposal on behalf of the profess- 
ion, and suggest that the new Order should be made 
applicable to the whole of the United Kingdom. 

‘arliamentary Bills—The Milk and Dairies Bill was 
considered in detail, together with the resolutions passed 
by Veterinary Medical Association of Ireland and the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society, and various 
amendments were suggested. It was resolved that the 
Milk and Dairies Bill together with the Milk and Dairies 
(Scotland) Bill be referred to a Special Committee con- 
sisting of Sir John M‘Fadyean, Mr. Garnett, Mr. Mul- 
vey, and Mr. Villar to watch their progress through Par- 
liament. With regard to the Milk and Dairies (Scot- 
land) Bill it was resolved to recommend that it was 
desirable the following alterations should be made in 
the Bill: The definition of “Dairy” to be altered so as 
to distinguish between dairies and byres; an addition 
to Section 4 that byres be only inspected by a medical 
officer if accompanied by a veterinary surgeon ; the in- 
corporation of certain lines in Section 17, Sub-section 2, 
and in Section 17, Sub-section 1. On the proposition 
of Mr. oy, ome it was resolved that a petition be lodged 
with the ncellor of the psening ed praying for the 
exemption of veterinary rom the motor tax 
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Mr. Garnett : In proposing the reception and adop- 
tion of this report, sir, I would like to refer to the im- 
portant letter from the Board of Agriculture with re- 
gard to making general the principle of the notification 
of infectious diseases. It is proposed that the Board of 
Agriculture shall introduce a Bill into Parliament in the 
present session, under which a fee of 2/6 will be given 
to every veterinary surgeon notifying the existence of a 
scheduled disease, exactly on the same lines on which 
a medical man is paid the same sum of 2/6 for notifying 
a case of infectious disease amongst any of his patients. 
I find that one little inaccuracy occurs in these minutes 
that I have read, and that is that the Special Committee 
have control not only of the Milk and Dairies Bill but 
also the Milk and Dairies (Scotland) Bill. With that 
exception I think they are perfectly correct, and I have 
pleasure in moving their reception and adoption. 

Mr. Stmpson : [ second that. 

Mr. BANHAM: May I ask if there is any infliction 
of a penalty if a veterinary surgeon does not notify ? 

Mr. Garnett : In reply to Mr. Banham, I may say that 
the Bill has not been drafted yet. When it is it will be 
submitted to this Council, and we will then take it into 
full consideration. I believe there is a penalty attach- 
ing in the Medical Bill dealing with the same subject, 
and no doubt there will be in ours. 

Mr. Mutvey: I should like to say the probabilities 
are there will be a penalty, because in the case of the 
County Council Oriler I believe the penaity is 40/- for 
not reporting. They already pay the 2/6. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then 
put and carried. 


ANNUAL FEE CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. GARNETT read the report of a meeting of the 
Annual Fee Committee, which stated that the Secretary 
read a copy of a petition against the draft Veterinary 
Surgeons Ket (1881) Amendment Bill submitted to the 
Privy Council by a Committee formed to oppose the 
Bill: it was resolved that a reply be drafted in answer 
to the contentions of the petition, and forwarded to the 
Privy Council without delay. The Secretary read the 
following letter, dated the 8th April, from the Secretary 
of the Highland and Agricultural Society :—“ F. Bullock, 
Esq. Dear Sir,—The Directors of this Society, at a 
meeting held yesterday, learned with much satisfaction 
that the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons had withdrawn Section 4, Sub-section 2 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill. They are 
sure that this is a wise step alike in the interests of the 
veterinary profession and of the owners of live stock. 
My Director’s have had the Lenefit of further advice 
from the Society’s law agents, as well as from Mr. Scott 
Dickson, M.P., n of the Faculty of Advocates for 
Scotland, and in the light of the views of our legal 
advisers and of the intimation of the withdrawal of Sec- 
tion 4, Sub-section 2, they (my Directors) adhere to the 
statement made by the Chairman at the Conference 
with Sir John M‘Fadyean and Mr. Thatcher here on 3rd 
March, that the objections of this Society to the Bill 
would be removed by the adoption of a clause to the 
following effect, viz :—“That nothing in this Bill shall 
prevent the employment of uncertificated persons for 
minor operations or such other services as have been 
psec performed by these persons in the past.” At 
the same time my Directors appreciated what was said 
at the Conference by Sir John and Mr. Thatcher as to 
difficulties in the working of such a clause as this on 
account of there not being in existence any accepted 
definition of what are ‘minor operations’ or ‘minor 
services’.to live stock, and, as the result of their 
deliberations yesterday, my Directors resolved to with- 
draw their former proposal, and, as alternatives which 
they believe would accomplish the objects which they 
have in view, they unanimously adopted the following 


resolutions, viz.:—‘The Promoters of the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act, 1881, Amendment Bill not having seen 
their way to adopt the clause recommended by the 
Directors of this Society on 2nd December last, the 
Directors withdraw that proposal and resolve to recom- 
mend as follows :—({1) That a Clause be introduced into 
the Bill amending Section 17, Sub-section 1 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act 1881] soas to conform precisely 
to the corresponding penal clause of the Medical Act 
1858, ¢.e. that the following words in second last line of 
the Sub-section be omitted, namely, ‘or of any branch 
thereof,’ and (2) That a clause be added providing that 
prosecutions for alleged illegal practice under the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act be subject to the sanction of the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in Great Britain and 
of the Department of Agriculture and Technical Eduea- 
tion in Ireland. I am to express the hope that the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
may see its way to give effect to these recommendations 
for the safeguarding of the interests of live stock owners 
throughout the country, and thus enable this Society 
not only to withdraw its opposition but to afford sup- 
port to the Bill. (Signed) } AMES MACDONALD.” 

The President reported that after consultation with 
the Chairman he had instructed the Solicitor to draw 
up a case for the opinion of Mr. Scott Dickson, and 
that Mr. Scott Dickson’s opinion was entirely opposed 
to the view taken by the Highland Society. On the 
woposition of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Major-General 
Thomson, it was resolved that the Chairman and Presi- 
dent be authorised to seek a further interview with the 
Highland and Agricultural Society with the view of 
obtaining their co-operation in support of the Bill. It 
was also resolved that a statement be drawn up show- 
ing the actual position of affairs between the Highland 
Society and the College with regard to the Bill, to be 
circulated among Farmers’ Societies, and to the Agri- 
cultural press. 

At a meeting of the Annual Fee Committee held on 
July 1st the President reported that, after consultation 
with the Chairman, it had been decided for the present 
not to seek a further interview with the Highland and 
Agricultural Society. It was resolved that the Chair- 
man and Secretary be empowered to draft a letter in 
reply to the communication of the 8th April, 1909, 
received from the Highland and Agricultural Society, 
explaining that the Council were unable to accede to the 
amendments in the Bill suggested by the Society, and 
giving the reasons therefor. 

Mr. Garnett : I have pleasure in moving the recep- 
tion and adoption of these minutes. 

Major.-General THomson : I beg to second the motion. 
Prof. Dewar: As you will observe that I have a 
motion on the agenda which is hardly in accordance 
with these minutes, I think it would be for the con- 
venience of the Council that I should propose that 
motion now. 

The PresmpENT : What does the Council think ? Shall 
we take Prof. Dewar’s motion now? I think it will save 
time. Agreed to. 

Prof. Dewar: In eels to the motion which 
stands in my name, I will try and not detain you ve 
long with any remarks I may have to make, but I wi 
to call attention to the position this Bill has now 
arrived at, and to the position of this Council in connec- 
tion with it. Without going intoa review of its history, 
we all know that on several occasions it has had to be 
curtailed, that it is now but a tattered remnant of its 
original self, and in my opinion what is left ought to go 
with the rest. Section 2 of the Bill, which provides for 
the adoption of existing practitioners on the plea of 
making them amenable to the discipline of the Royal 
College is a perfectly fatuous proposal as far as that 


purpose is concerned. The College will be practicall 
powerless to interfere with them. True, it will have the 
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power to strike off the Register the names of those 
veterinary surgeons—for by that time there will not be 
any existing practitioners—whom it considers to have 
tran its code ot honour, i.e. breaks its by-laws. 
But how much will they care for that? They never 
asked to have their names put on the Register ; they 
paid nothing for it, and how much better are we after 
we have struck them off? We cannot fine them, we 
cannot imprison them. Once we have struck them off 
the Register we are powerless. We cannot repeat it. 
They can and will snap their fingers at us. Surely no 
one is simple enough to think that any one of these 
men, who must have been in practice over thirty years, 
who must be over fifty years of age, who has been in 
wactice all his life, will be employed one whit the less 
Coontian we have struck his name off our Register. It is 
true he will be unable to call himself a veterinary sur- 
reon, and that he will be unable to enforce payment of 
is fees in Court ; but who of us has enriched himself, 
or benefitted himself one particle by any fees he has re- 
covered in the County Court? No, gentlemen, it will 
rather serve as an advertisement to him, it will add 
prestige to him, and he will in all probability be more 
employed than he was before. The proposal to adopt 
Existing Practitioners is a great mistake. We cannot 
alopt them without incorporating them in the profes- 
sion. A great deal has been said, as you all know, about 
elevating the profession, about raising its status. By 
how much is it to be raised, by how much is it to be 
elevated by the incorporation of the Existing Practi- 
tioners? No, Mr. President and gentlemen, Section 2 is 
a huge blunder. Now a word or two about Section 3. 
Section 3 is concerned with the enforcing of the pay- 
ment of an annual fee of one guinea by each member of 
the profession—at least by the majority of the profession. 
I will not detain you, meantime, by discussing the ex- 
ceptions. This Clause may be looked on as the 
why and the wherefore, the raison détre of this 
remarkable Bill that has already done more harm 
to the profession than anything that has occurred in our 
time. It is an attempt to obtain from Parliament the 
power—at present illegal, and as unjust and immoral as 
it is illegal—the power to extract money from the 
pockets of others, ostensibly, I admit, for the benefit of 
the profession—money which you acknowledge would 
not voluntarily be paid, and that without ourselves first 
setting an example of how liberal and how generous we 
could 2 It is a sordid, miserable business, gentlemen, 
and not a thing that anyone can be proud of. But above 
and beyond all this in importance is the position this 
Bill has brought the profession into in its relations with 
the general public. It has brought us‘to a crisis in our 
history. Hitherto in all our efforts to improve and ad- 
vance our profession we have had the encouragement, 
the support and cordial good wishes of our clients. How 
do we stand to-day? Owing to this unfortunate Bill 
our agricultural friends, at least, have taken up a posi- 
tion which is practically that of antagonism to us. 
They have had their suspicions aroused ; they look upon 
us with doubt and mistrust ; in fact they question our 
bona fides. And, gentlemen, we have the admission of 
our ex-President that they were quite justified in doing 
so. But remember that confidence, once shaken, once 
lost, is not very easily regained. I have every reason to 
believe—and I do not speak without some cause—that 
they are watching our every movement, that if this 
Bill is introduced into Parliament, not only will it 
meet with the most strenuous opposition, but every 
effort will be made to repeal or modify Section 17 of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881, the Magna Charta, I 
may say, of our profession. Now the agricultural 
interest may not be the Lords and.Commons, but they 
include a considerable number of them, and as a Part 
they are much more numerous, much more powerf 
and much more influential than we are. In our eager- 


ness—an excusable, a laudable te improve 
our position, we are apt—we often do so—to lose sight 
of the reason for our very existence as a profession. 
We are apt to think that we exist only for our own 
benefit, for our own advancement, for our own aggrandise- 
ment, and that no one outside should have any concern 
or any business to interfere with us. We forget that, as 
a profession even, we are only a means to an end, 
We forget what, in a sort of preamble to our first charter, 
the charter of 1844, is said: “ Parliament being fully 
convinced of the propriety of such an Institution as the 
Royal Veterinary College of London, and of the national 
to be rom it . that a 
great advantage to the country and to our Koyal arm 
and that the utility of it been highly eatimated* 
and again, “Our said petitioners humbly submit that 
considerable advantages would accrue to our subjects 
generally by enabling our said petitioners and others 
constituting the body of veterinary surgeons to pesos 
privileges from which they have hitherto been excluded.” 
So that you see, Mr. President, it is quite evident that 
the fathers of our profession pleaded the increased bene- 
fits that would accrue to the general public were they 
and their fellow practitioners recognised as a profession, 
and granted the privileges they desired. We have almost 
lost sight of that; we have not been slow to say “hands 
off” to those we thought were seeking to interfere with 
us, and to forget that as a profession we exist for the 
of the military, the agricultural, and the commercial 
interests of the country. The day those interests cease 
to believe that our existence as a profession is to their 
advantage, is beneficial to them, that day our decadence, 
our undoing, will begin. As the attention of the public 
has been strongly directed to our actions at the present 
time, it behoves us to walk very warily, to do nothing to 
occasion more distrust and more opposition ; and | 
more quietly we conduct ourselves at the present time 
the better it will be for us as a profession. I have not 
the least doubt, gentlemen, that if this Bill is introduced 
into Parliament, with the opposition in its present tem- 
nd the opportunity will be taken to modify, to with- 
raw, some of those valuable privileges we obtained in 
the Act of 1881. In that Act we obtained privileges 
such as have not been granted to our confréres of the 
medical profession ; we have been protected more than 
we paw have expected, and I for one wish to maintain 
I hope I am right in presumir 
that we all wish to do so (Hear, hear). Then let us a 
unite in the adoption of my motion (Laughter). It is 
not a laughing matter, and that you will see if the Bill 
is introduced into Parliament—or in one drawn with a 
similar pu in the hope that after a short interval 
to allow ruffled and overheated feeling to subside and 
keen suspicions to become dissipated, we may be able to 
go forward as a practically harmonious and united body 
or something less calculated to offeid and more likely 
to unite and benefit the profession. I beg to move the 
motion standing in my name: “That in view of the 
serious opposition, both inside and outside the profession, 
to the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, Amendment Bill, 
its promotion by this Council shall meantime be dropped. 
Mr. Dotiar : I have t pleasure in rising to second 
the resolution Prof. Dewar. think he 
has put the case aoe the Bill so fully, so eloquently 
and so convincingly that it requires very little support 
in words from me. Moreover, were it necessary to go 
more fully or more convincingly into the case against 
the Bill such a course on my part would have been 
obviated by the most eloquent and telling remarks 
which have been read to us in the shape of a report b: 
the Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee, for 
can conceive nothing more convincing to those whose 
ears are not wilfully closed against persuasion and 
against f that the facts which are set forth in the 
report which we have just heard read. It may be 
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necessary to go back a little in order to show in its true 
proportion to this Council and to the profession the 
weight and the seriousness of the opposition which the 
promotion of this Bill has brought about. But, again 
as I think is very fair and perhaps more convincing, I 
do not ask the Council or the profession to accept my 
unsupported statement in that regard, but for one 
moment to recall to their minds the previous negotia- 
tions which went on between this Council or between 
the Parliamentary Committee of this Council and the 
Highland and Agricultural Society—to recall to their 
minds the termination of those negotiations and the 
necessity which the Parliamentary Committee of the 
Council found itself in of giving guarantees to the High- 
land and Agricultural Society on most essential points 
in order to overcome the opposition of that Society. I 
have here a report of this same Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, in which is incorporated a letter which it was 
hoped would have closed the incidents between this 
Council and the Highland Society, and would have 
obviated the opposition which the Highland Society had 
up to that time made to the Bill, and I venture to read 
from that letter one or two statements. This Council, 
in the course of that letter, said : “The Council regard 
it as obvious that the desire of the Directors of the 
Highland and Agricultural Society to have such a clause 
introduced into the Bill must have been inspired by a 
complete misunderstanding with regard to the inten- 
tion of the Bill and the effect which it would have in 
the event of its becoming law. Your Directors are ap- 
parently under the impression that the Bill seeks to 
pens certain restrictions on the employment of uncerti- 
cated persons for performing operations or rendering 
other services to diseased animals. That is an entire 
mistake. The Bill places no restrictions on the employ- 
ment of uncertificated persons for such purpose, nor does 
it seek to prevent unqualified persons from operating on 
or treating animals.” Surely, sir, that was a sufficient 
surrender of what we have hitherto thought were our 
rights and privileges in the world, and was at least a 
sufficient effort on the part of this Council to bring it- 
self into line with the Highland and ay rhnegpos 
Society. But as if that were not enough the letter goes 
on to say “The Council of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons have already given pledges to the agri- 
cultural community that the Bill will not attempt to 
increase the powers already possessed by the College 
with respect to the performance of operations by un- 
qualified persons.” Sir, I think that that was at the 
least the extreme limit to which it was possible for any 
self-respecting body such as this to go in the effort to 
placate the Highland and Agricultural Society. But if 
this College made such efforts surely there was good 
reason for it. We are not in the habit of going out 
of our way to please nor to plead to persons of 
no importance, nor has this Council ever shown 
such a temper—very much the contrary. The 
fact that a letter of this description containing such 
extreme clauses was in the last event sent to the High- 
land and Agricultural Society was the most eloquent and 
the most convincing proof of the respect, at least, in 
which this Council held the authority and the power of 
the Highland and Agricultural Society. To no other 
body, I take it, in the Kingdom would such a letter have 
been sent, save, perhaps, to the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England. But, sir, we have established out 
of the mouth of this Committee, the age the influ- 
ence, and the formidable character of the Highland and 
Agricultural Society. Now let us look at what the 
result of all these efforts has been. This letter bears no 
date, unfortunately, in the minutes of the Royal College, 
but it was evidently dispatched in response to a letter 
of Dec. 3rd, 1908, and I think, therefore, we may safely 
conclude that it was written and dispatched during the 
month of Dec, 1908, The representations of the Parlia- 


mentary Committee, which were numerous and compli- 
cated, were further considered by the Highland and 
Agricultural Society. The whole influence of the Royal 
College was brought to bear on that Society, both by 
letter, by the representations of our distinguished late 
President, by the oratorical skill and legal ability of our 
Solicitor, by the intimate knowledge which I believe the 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Committee was able to 
bring respecting the aims and objects of this Bill. What 
was the On April 17th of the succeeding year, 
that is to say 1909, the Highland and Agricultura 
Society at a full meeting of its members passed unani- 
mously two resolutions which are embodied in the 
Report which the Chairman of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee has just read. They were (1) “That Section 17, 
Sub-section 1, of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act of 1881 
be amended so as to conform precisely to the correspond- 
ing penal clause in the Medical Act, 1858, i.e., that the 
following words in the second last line of the Sub-section 
be omitted, namely “or of any branch thereof,” and (2) 
That a clause be added to the Bill providing that prose- 
cutions for ey illegal practice under the Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Acts be subject to the sanction of the Board 
of Agriculture and Fisheries in Great Britain, and of 
the Department of Agriculture and Technical Education 
in Ireland.” 2 

Mr. Garnett: I do not want to interrupt you, but 
might I ask you to just read over the first part of those 
resolutions again, because they do not quite tally with 
what they sent to us. 

Mr. Dottar: I am quite prepared to accept those 
which you have read to us. 

Mr. Garnett: Perhaps you would not mind telling 
me where you obtained those from that you have, be- 
cause they are different from what I have. 

Mr. Dottar : These were obtained from the printed 
account in the Scotsman of the Highland and Agricul- 
tural Society’s meeting, but I am quite prepared to 
accept your version of them, sir, and at the same time 
to point out that I think there is no essential difference 
between the version which I have, and the official 
version. 

Mr. GaRNeEtT: No, I think there is not. 

Mr. Dotxar : There is no essential difference, and for 
the sake of my argument I submit no difference at all, 
because my argument is this, that already there have 
been prolonged and serious encounters between this 
College and the Highland and Agricultural Society, in 
which this College, I think, has recognised the import- 
ance and the influence of that Society, and has gone to 
an extreme limit in order to placate them. The High- 
land and Agricultural Society, after giving the fullest 
attention to all our representations, has in a full meeting 
unanimously passed two resolutions which they are 
to introduce or to attempt to introduce into any Bill 
which we may bring before Parliament. If on the 

revious occasions when these differences arose, we 

ound ourselves relatively so powerless against the High- 
land and Agricultural iety, and against the great 
body of agriculturalists whom they represent, is it to be 
expected that on this occasion we shall be any more 
successful? As Prof. Dewar has pointed out to us very 
clearly, this is not one of those ventures on which we 
can embark without the possibility of retribution. If 
the Parliamentary Committee proceeds, and if this 
Council proceeds in the prosecution of this Bill, and it 
is introduced into Parliament, the act may be fateful for 
the veterinary profession. It is absolutely certain that 
the Bill will be opposed. The opposition from outside 
is exceedingly powerful. It has the ability—and we 
have recognised its ability—to make some at least of its 
opposition effective. Once this Bill is introduced there 
can be no withdrawal of it, for once the opening is given 
the Bill will not depend further upon the efforts of this 


College, but may come to depend on the efforts of the 
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agriculturists, and of bodies entirely external to us. It 
is quite certain as Prof. Dewar has pointed out—and I 
think every country practitioner is in a position to sub- 
stantiate my statement—that the Bill has aroused great 
resentment and a vast deal of distrust on the part of 
the country at large, and of the agricultural interests. 
The Bill is certainly closely watched, and it will be im- 
possible to pass it through the House under any cireum- 
stances without great difficulty. We are in a troublous 
time at present. Parliament is congested with business, 
and I myself see no opportunity under any circumstances 
of introducing the Bi P for a very long time. Those are 
comparatively relevant reasons for opposition, but the 
external opposition is one which we must consider, and 
on which we must decide. 
Then we have to take account of the internal opposi- 
tion. I notice that in the course of a very optimistic 
speech, an after dinner speech—and after dinner speeches 
are apt to be optimistic—a very eminent member of this 
Council put forward certain views. I only wish that I 
could agree with those views. Amongst others it was 
represented that a majority of the profession was now 
in favour of the Bill. I very much doubt it, and I have 
very good reasons for doubting it. I may point out 
what apparently has not occurred to the promoters of 
the Bill, that whereas in 1907 they claimed to have 
1,288 members of the profession in their favour, and 
only 386 opposed to them, in 1909 they find, accepting 
their own test, which I do not—but accepting their own 
test they find that they have on their aide 931 persons, 
and against them 665. So that if figures have any im- 
portance, if they teach us anything—and in I do not 
attach special importance to figures—but if they teach 
anything—and the promoters would have us believe 
they do—then between 1907 and 1909 the promoters of 
the Bill have lost 25 per cent. of their supporters, and 
the opponents of the Bill have nearly doubled in num- 
ber. Those are hard facts, and whilst not inducing an 
excessive amount of confidence in the opponents to the 
Bill, nevertheless encourage them to persevere in the 
course they have adopted. It is quite certain that as 
long as the opponents remain as > Se are at present, 
true to their declaration, and as long as it remains a fact 
as it is at present, that not one of the members of the 
Committee formed to oppose the Bill has withdrawn his 
nomination, has asked to resign, or has given any note 
of his resolution wavering—the opposition from within 
will continue. I had intended to go into the origin of 
the financial trouble, and to point out that were the 
tinances of the college carried out at the present time in 
accordance with our Act of Parliament, not only should 
we have no deficit, but that we should have a surplus. 
I scarcely think that I need occupy you with that to- 
day. But I do wish to point out to the Council that the 
beginning of these troubles was the increase of the num- 
ber of Fa oy of examination and the departure on the 
part of the Council from the strict wording of the pre- 
sent Act of Parliament, the Act of 1881. Under that 
Act we are compelled to hold an examination or examin- 
ations in the three countries comprising the United 
Kingdom, but we are not compelled to hold examinations 
in more centres than one in each of those countries. 
Had that condition been adhered to we should never have 
drifted into the parlous state in which we find ourselves 
at present. I am the more interested in this question, 
inasmuch as during my presidency it came up for deci- 
sion, and ry ag my own earnest desire to conserve the 
finances of the Coll and to act in accordance with 
the Act of Parilament, I was overruled, and we now see 
the result in the fact that we are now losing money in- 
stead of gaining it. There is no reason why we should 
not still act in accordance with our Act of Parliament ; 
and if any other means were required to recuperate what 
been lost in the meantime, there is no reason why 
we should not, without injustice, impose on the shoulders 


of those who to enter the profession a moderate 
burden in the shape of a fee. It has been suggested that 
that is a selfish proposition. I fail to see it. I say that 
a contract once made is a thing which should re- 
spected, but a contract which is yet unmade may contain 
any conditions which are found suitable and convenient 
by the two members forming that contract. There is 
nothing deterrent, nothing oppressive and nothing 
damaging to intending members of the profession in 

roposing to them that they should annually pay a fee. 

t is for them to declare whether they accept such con- 
ditions or not. I do not even lay t stress on that 
point. I believe myself in the goodwill of the profession 
and the promises which have come to us from many 
quarters, that were a voluntary effort made to collect 
sufficient funds to at any rate increase the funds of the 
Coll that a very large sum could be raised at one 
levy. I believe that the profession would still volun- 
tarily do much which it would certainly refuse to do at 
the pistol’s point. There are at the time—I think 
every unbiassed man will acknowledge it—many direc- 
tions yet in which the finances of this College could be 
reconstructed. It is still possible to put them on a 
sound basis, and to convert a loss into a profit without 
this radical and, as I claim, unlawful effort to break 
through what all of us have hitherto regarded as a 
sacred obligation, and a contruct on which the business 
of our whole life is based. With these remarks I beg to 
second the amendment. 

_Mr. Garnetr: You supported a 10s. 6d. fee last 
time. 

Mr. Dotuar: No, I did not. 

Mr. RutHerrorp : [ should like to say just a word or 
two, and I almost wish, gentlemen, that it were the last 
I had to say on this subject. If we compare the present 
position of the Bill with what it was this day last year, 
there is a great deal wherein I can heartily congratulate 
not only myself but the other members of this Council 
on the change in the present position of the Bill. For 
instance, there is the dropping of the penalty clause, 
which clause undoubtedly in the first instance gave rise 
to very strenuous opposition which was set up in the 
north, and which ultimately found its way to the south, 
against the Bill. I have no doubt in my own mind that 
had that clause still existed the majority would have 
been against the Bill at the last election. It was the 
dropping of that clause which returned the eight gentle- 
men who solicited your suffrages the other day. Had 
the penalty clause still existed as being the proposition 
before the profession I do not for a moment think the 
profession would have returned anyof thosemen. Idonot 
wish to give the slightest offence to anyone, I am ay 
enunciating what is my own idea on the matter. 1 
that conceded, what is there left for us to fight about ? 
First of all there is the question whether we shall or 
shall not give to the registered practitioners the right to 
call themselves veterinary surgeons. As far as I am 
individually concerned it hardly affects me. There are 
only some 67 registered practitioners in all Scotland ; all 
the others are in this country and in Ireland. Eight 
gentlemen were elected the other day by the voice of the 
profession, and it seems to me that that election elicited 
this fact, that the profession, as a whole, did not consider 
the matter was worthy of their consideration ; they in 
fact returned these men knowing that they are pl 
to vote for the registered practitioner being entitled to 
all the privileges of the ised veterinary surgeon. 
I look upon it myself as being an almost immaterial 
peo, because they are bound to die out before very 
ong. There are not very many of them altogether— 
three hundred odd, I think. (A voice: Less than that. 
They will die out in time, and it is very questionable i 
it is worth while fighting very much about them, except 
from this point of view, that we are surrendering a 
vilege which belongs to us, and to no one else. 
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no,”) I say, yes. We are surrendering to the registered 
practitioner the right to call himself a le 0 ae 


an e PresmpENT: He has it already under the Act of 

Mr. Ruruerrorp : It was a big mistake made in that 
Act. With regard to the annual fee that was settled at 
the last meetiug, and I am not here to-day to raise the 

uestion again : but I say deliberately it was a t pity 

it the casting vote was given against the fee being re- 
stricted to half-a-guinea, with the power to increase to 
one guinea ; because to this day the feeling north of 
London— I do not know what it is in London—is that 
we would have met thereby a great deal of the objections 
to the Bill. Only the other day I noticed that at a 
meeting in the east of England somewhere, the Chair- 
man very strongly expressed his views about how desir- 
ous it would have been to have restricted the fee to half- 
a-guinea. There I myself am not very strong ; I do not 
care whether you make the fee a guinea or half-a-guinea ; 
I am only telling you what I have heard from a large 
number of practitioners throughout the country. I, my- 
self, if it comes about, can pay one guinea as well as 
half-a-guinea, and I believe if it is put in at all the 
guinea will be a t deal more useful than the half 
inea. We would all rather take a whole guinea than 
1alf-a-guinea, and we all know there is a great necessity 
for money. Money must be got, and of course if we can 
get a guinea it will be so much more todoso much more 
with. Now, what more is there to be done? I will vote 
in favour of the dropping of the bill for this reason, 
that I think a new Bill, a more progressive Bill should 
be drafted. If you are going to make an annual regis- 
tration fee of one guinea, then you can do a great deal 
more than you are proposing to do. I am not going to 
say what that more should be; there are plenty of 
gentlemen who can well imagine how the guinea can be 
spent, and profitably spent too. There is another rea- 
son why the Bill should be dropped, and to my mind it 
is the best reason that we could possibly have for drop- 
ping a Bill. What right has the Highland Society, who 
many times have been very friendly to us as a body, to 
suggest the interference of any Government body with 
the internal government of this profession. That I 
think is the strongest point for dropping the Bill, so that 
the legs should be knocked from under the Highland 
Society, and they would have no Bill to oppose. I am 
only aoe it as a suggestion—that you could do that ; 
it is for you to say. 

Mr. StocKMAN : May I ask, in order to help the dis- 
cussion, if there is any communication from the High- 
land Society that the Board of Agriculture has to 
have anything to do with ? 

The PRESIDENT : None whatever. 

Mr. RuTHERFoRD : I have the Highland Society’s let- 
ter here, with a copy of the resolutions in which they 
propose to take certain action, and there is no getting 
away from it that that action means this, that they pro- 

that we cannot take action against people without 
reference to the Board of Agriculture in this country, 
and some other Board in Ireland. Gentlemen ,we do not 
wish, and it is not necessary, to have the interference of 
any outside body with the internal government of our 
business. We do not wish it, we do not require it ; and 


- | think if there is any reason for the profession dropping 


this Bill and being unanimous and united, and standing 
shoulder to shoulder, it is the necessity for offering stren- 
uous opposition to any proposition of that kind. We, 
asa A. aye make up our minds whether this Bill 
is to be dnned or ed with, but whatever is done 
let us unite and fight the question all together (Hear, 
hear), in view especially of the proposition of the High- 
land Society that we should give up the right to govern 
ourselves to another body. Whether they are reall 
serious in their intention of going forward with it 


know not, but I have had this letter from the Secretary 
and I have had no contradictory letter since. I am 
sorry, gentlemen, but I must vote with Prof. Dewar. 
although you will notice on somewhat different lines. i 
agree with a great deal of what he has said. At the 
same time I think a lot of the objection that has been 
raised is very much like whipping a dead horse—there 
is no use in it. The time has gone by for that, and I 
think we should agree to make up our minds as to what 
has to be done, and keep together and oppose any out- 
side opposition to our Bill. Whatever external opposi- 
tion there is I think we can man amongst ourselves. 
I do not at all agree with Mr. Dollar in a great deal he 
has said. One of his propositions was that in drafting 
a new Bill we ought to put an imposition on the poor 
unfortunate student. My proposition is that the men 
who have benefited from the profession are those to pay 
for its support, not those who are coming into it ( Hear, 
ear). 

Mr. Srwpson : Mr. Rutherford has said that what we 
have to decide is: Shall we drop the Bill, or shall we 
proceed with it. For that reason I beg to propose that 
we proceed to the vote. 

e PRESIDENT : Certainly, I will take the vote now. 

Mr. Garnett : I should hike to speak in reply first. 

The Prestpent : Mr, Garnett has a right to reply. 

Mr. Stmpson: I withdraw my proposition in the 
meantime. 

Mr. Garnett: The proposition before the meeting is 
that the minutes of the Annnal Fee Committee be re- 
ceived and adopted—there can be no question about that. 
I may say I am very glad that Mr. Rutherford has spoken 
in the way he has, because I think he is one of those 
members who recognise that in any profession it is the 
majority which must rule. I think he agrees with that. 
There was one question put before the profession very 
distinctly, namely, “ Are you in favour of an annual fee 
of one guinea or not?” and the members voted with a 
large majority in favour of the Council proceeding with 
it. That was some 24 years ago. Various complaints 
have been levelled at the Council that the Bill has not 
been before the profession, and that they have had no 
chance of voting for the Bill. At the January meeting, 
I think it was, a resolution was passed by this Council, 
I believe, on the proposition of Mr. Rutherford, that the 
Committee be given power to issue the Bill with or 
without comments. That, however, was not proceeded 
with, but what was thought would meet the resolution 
proposed by Mr. Rutherford was to incorporate the Bill 
as it now stands in the annual report without comment 
of any description—to lay the full Bill before the whole 
of the profession. The result of laying it before the 
profession is that a majority of those voting are sup- 
porters of the Council in prosecuting that very Bill and 
every clause of that Bill. There can be no dispute about 
that. I do ask those who are in opposition, who, as 
Mr. Rutherford has said, and Prof. Dewar has admitted 
more than once, and also Mr. Dollar, have gained nine- 
tenths of the points they originally set out to fight for, 
to come and support the majority of the members of the 
profession, as at indicated, and let us forward 
unitedly with this Bill. The good we can do for the pro- 
fession with the guineaayear is inestimable, and indirectly 
that good will reflect upon the agriculture of the country. 
As Mr. Rutherford says, I believe we should unite to fight 
this outside opposition by means of some agencies that 
1 am not cognisant of, this Bill has been discussed by 
societies which never had ye ht to have seen a line 
of the Bill. (Hear, hear.) That Bill is not now before 
Parliament, and until the Bill is printed and laid before 
the House of Commons I maintain that no agricultural 
society, excepting by the courtesy of this Council, had 
any right to peruse a single clause or to discuss it in 
any shape or form. We have been badly treated by 


some of our own members (Hear, hear), and I can say 


i 

i 
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this with full confidence, that those members are not, I 
believe, on the side of the supporters of the Bill. It re- 
mains for the others to clear their own characters. 
Gentlemen, I do not propose to go into the history of 
the Bill ; I have gone over it time and time again, and 
I hope this is the last time that we shall need to discuss 
it in its present shape. We know the different clauses, 
and we know the value of them. Those people who 
attend the Committee meetings know the value that 
will accrue to this Council if the provisions of those 
clauses become an Act of Parliament. We know that 
we shall then have full control over the registered man. 
We know that we will not be giving him any privilege 
that he does not now possess; we know that we will 
have full control over companies which pretend to trade 
upon our interests where we have no power at all. The 
Bill is not what it would have been from the point of 
view of the interests of the profession, but apparently it 
is all that we can agree upon amongst ourselves. 
think that when it is presented before Parliament there 
is no fear that the Highland or any other Society will 
have a single stone to throw at it, because I am _ not 
afraid of meeting any society of agriculturists to show 
that this Bill does not interfere in the slightest in any 
way with the points on which they maintain it does. 
We shall be able to show by the most eminent legal 
opinion in the country that the contention of this 
Council, the contention of the Committee who have had 
control of the Bill, is upheld by every legal opinion, 
both in Scotland and in England, and we need not fear 
what the Highland Society may do in Parliament. The 
future will show. I am not at present permitted to in- 
dicate the reply to the Highland Society, otherwise 
I wish I could do so to-day, but it would not be 
courteous. And mind you, gentlemen, the negotiations 
which have gone on between this College and the High- 
land Society have been carried on in the most courteous 
and the most friendly manner in which an interchange 
of opinion could be desired between two public bodies 
working for the same objects. (Hear, hear.) It would 
not be courteous for me to tell you the reply to the 
Highland Society’s letter, and that it should appear in 
print ; I think it is due to them that they should receive 
it before it appears in public. It is not finally settled 
yet, but I could have indicated its nature. With these 
remarks I think I can claim a unanimous vote in sup- 
port of the reception and adoption of the report of the 
Annual Fee Committee. 

og Dewar: I think I can also claim a right to 
reply. 

Mr. Garnett: No ; this arises on the minutes of the 
Annual Fee Committee. I would.point out to Prof. 
Dewar that at his own request be asked that his motion 
should be discussed on these minutes. 

The Prestpent: I do not think it is quite fair for 
you, Prof. Dewar, to ask to reply. 

Prof. Dewar: Very well, ay accept your ruling. 

Prof. Dewar’s motion was then put and lost ; and the 
motion for the adoption of the report of the Committee 
was carried. 


LIBRARY AND CoMMITTEE. 


Prof. Metra read the report of a meeting of the 
Library and Museum Committee, which stated that the 
Secretary reported that, after inquiries, he had received 
an estit.ate from Mr. W. R. Sherrin, osteologist to the 
British Museum, undertaking to mount the specimens 
of teeth in the Museuni in exactly the same manner as 
those in the British Museum at a cost not exceedin 
£10. It was resolved that the estimate be accepted sal 
the work put in hand at once. It was resolved that 
the Secretary be instructed to have bound the journals 
presented to the College, and also the volumes of foreign 
periodicals belonging to the Fleming collection in t 
same style as the rest of the series, 


Prof. Merram : In moving the adoption of the re 
I should like to remark that I think we have obtained 
a very reasonable estimate indeed for the mounting of 
these specimens, and their value will thereby be greatly 
enhanced. The money has already been allocated by 
the Council to the Committee for the preparation of 
these specimens. Lastly, I should like to say that I 
think we are deeply indebted to M. Lydekker, who is in 
charge of this section of the Museum for volunteering 
to come down when the work is completed to see that it 
is correct. We are exceedingly grateful to Mr. Lydekker 
for the kind offer he had made to us. 

Mr. WHARAM seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


ARMY SCHEMES COMMITTEE. 


The SecrETARY read the report of a meeting of the 
Army Schemes Committee held on July Ist, which 


I | stated that the President reported, with reference to the 


letter which he addressed to Col. Sir Edward Ward, 
Permanent Under-Secretary of State for War, on the 3rd 
March, 1908 [see The Veterinary Record, April, 1908] 
that he had recently been granted an interview by Mr. 
R. B. Haldane, Secretary of State for War, and that he 
had explained fully the matters in connection with the 
Army Veterinary Swrvice which, in the view of the 
Committee, were not quite satisfactory, and in particu- 
lar the alterations which had within recent years been 
made in the position of the Director-General of the 
Army Veterinary Service in accordance with the regu- 
lations made by the War Oftice Re-organisation Com- 
mittee, presided over by Lord Esher. As a result of 
that interview the President had received the following 
letter from the Secretary of State for War :—* Dear Sir 
John M‘Fadyean, with reference to my conversation 
with you I have seen the Quarter-Master-General, and I 
think we can do something in the way of amending the 
Regulations towards getting over the difficulties that we 
discussed. We propose, by amendment, to make it clear 
that on matters regarding the administration of the per- 
sonnel of the Army Veterinary Service, their promotion, 
terms of service, retirement, establishment, etce., the 
Director-General, Army Veterinary Service, will be 
given in express terms the right of direct access to the 

uarter-Master-General. We will mar to get the 
Director of Transport and Remounts ieliconnedd on all 
points which affect the administration of the Corps or 
the general administration of the Veterinary Service. 
We think we can manage to preserve unity of adminis- 
tration in this great Department, and yet to the extent 
I have indicated to meet your wishes.” The President 
reported that he had sent the following reply to Mr. 
Haldane :—“ June 22nd, 1909. Dear Mr. Ag I 
am much obliged for your letter of yesterday. My own 
view is that the alterations in the Regulations which you 
suggest will go a long way towards removing what man 
of us have felt to be a grievance, and I have every confi- 
dence that they will be so regarded by my fellow mem- 
bers of the Council of the R.C.V.S. The schemes for 
the provision of a reserve of Veterinary Officers and for 
a service in connection with the Territorial 
Force will be brought before the Council next week, and 
while it is possible that some slight alterations in the 
details of the schemes may be s ted, I feel sure that 
in substance they will be approved of, and that no effort 
will be spared to make them a success. In conclusion, 
I must offer yes my very sincere thanks for the patient 
hearing which you gave me on the occasion of our inter- 
view, and for the action which 
taken with a view to removing t 
was permitted to lay before you.” 

On the proposition of Col. Duck, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, it was resolved that, while gratefully te. Fray 
ledging the steps which the Secretary of State for War 
has taken to meet the views of the profession, the Com- 


have so 


promptly 
e difticulties which 1 
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mittee t that the War Office has not seen its way 
to place the Director-General in exactly the same posi- 
tion as all other Directors, and hope time will show that 
direct communication between the Director-General 
and the Quarter-Master-General in all matters will 
prove of such practical advantage that it will lead to 
the abolition of the present dual control. 

Major-General omson moved, Prof. Williams 
seconded, and it was resolved to recommend “ That the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. having had explained to them 
in general terms the scheme for the formation of a 
reserve of Veterinary Ofticers for service abroad, resolve 
to give it their support and strongly recommend it to the 
profession.” 

Major-General Thomson moved, Mr. Mulvey second- 
ws and it was resolved “That the Council having con- 
sidered the scheme for the formation of a Veterinary 
Service for the Territorial Army placed before them by 
the Director-General, A.V.S., approve of the same and 
resolve to accord it their hearty support.” 

Major-General THomson : I move that the report be 
received and adopted. 

Mr. Mutvey seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


SpecraAL DieLoma CoMMITTEE. 

The Secrerary: Owing to there being no time 
available, it was impossible to hold a meeting of the 
— Diploma Committee, which I shall therefore be 
to call for the next quarterly meeting. 

Mr. Mutvey: The reason the meeting was not held 
was because we were practically crowded out with the 
amount of work that had to be done. Ls 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 

The Secrerary read the report of a meeting of the 
Publication Committee held on May 11th, which stated 
that the draft annual report was considered and, after 
emendations, was approved. The Secretary submitted 
the draft of the voting paper to be issued on May 19th, 
which was duly approved. 

On the motion of the President, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, the report was adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR. 


Mr. Mutvey: Before we proceed to appoint the 
Committees for the year I should like to make one or 
two remarks. The work of the Committees has increased 
to such an extent that it really seems we have not time 
to carry on the business. We come here, say, at two 
o'clock on Thursday. There are I do not know how 
many Committees, but there are a great number of them, 
and the work of each one has increased to such an ex- 
tent that itis hardly possible under the present arrange- 
ment to carry it out. The work actually extends u 
till within one hour of the Council meeting on the fol- 
lowing day, and it gives the Secretary no time to draw 
up the reports. It was half past seven last night before 
the business was concluded, and then the Secretary had 
to draw up the Reports of the Committees that had held 
their meetings on that day. To-day we have been at 
work since 10 o’clock till one, and then the reports of the 
Committees had to be drawn | by the Secretary. It is 
absolutely impossible for it to be done, and some other 
arrangement must be made. We must either meet at an 
earlier date, or we must meet at some other time and not 
immediately before the Council meetings. I would sug- 
gest, to fall in with the wishes of the country members 
(who seem to think it is impossible for them to come at 
any other time but once a quarter, although the. unfor- 
tunate members who reside near London have to come 
pretty well when they are called upon or else the work 
of the Council would fall through altogether) that the 
Committee meetings should in future be called for half 

t ten on the Thursday peeing the quarterly meet- 
ing. We might then be able to get through the work. 
If that does not answer it will be necessary to have them 


held at some other separate time. As it is at present 
the work cannot be done. 

The Present : I think it had better be left in the 
hands of the President, and I will see that your wish is 
attended to. 

Mr. Mutvey: I move that the Committee meetings 
be at half past ten on the Thursday. 

Mr. McKinna : I think that is a very sensible propo- 
sition, and I beg to second it. I think it will greatly 
facilitate matters. 

Prof. Dewar: I am perfectly agreeable to Mr. Mul- 
vey’s proposition, but at the same time I think there is 
another way whereby the work and the time it takes 
might be considerably curtailed, and that is that we 
should appoint smaller committees. At present we have 
Committees which consist of nearly the whole Council. 

The PRestmpENT: You will have that before you in a 
few moments. The appointment of the Committees is 
in your hands. 

rof. Dewar: It simply looks as if the Council had 
no confidence in the Committees. Every member of 
Council is put on the Committees. 

Mr. Carrer : Could we not get over the trouble by 
allowing the Secretary additional help ? 

The Secretary : No, it is time I want. 

Mr. SrockMaN: I have been impressed with the 
amount of business we have to do and the short time we 
have to do it in. Several times at this Council the de- 
sire has been expressed that the Committees should be 
large. Whenasmall number has been suggested certain 
members have said, “I would like to be on the Commit- 
tee.” If'you take the feeling of the Council it is to have 
large Committees. There are many things, which take 
up a good deal of time, that might be done by Sub-com- 
mittees of the Committees. I find it very hard to give 
up a whole day to the work, and other men may find it 
harder, but I could often give an hour or couple of hours 
for two or three days before the Council meeting, and I 
daresay some of the other men resident in London could 
do the same. I think there might be a reference of the 
more trivial matters to Sub-committees, which could 
report to the parent Committee, and the work could be 
kept down in that =. 

he PRESIDENT : We will bear that matter in mind. 
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE. 

On the motion of Mr. Banham, it was resolved that 
the Registration Committee should consist of the whole 
Council. 

EXAMINATION COMMITTEE. 

Mr. MuLvEY moved the reappointment of the Exam- 
ination Committee, with the deletion of the names of 
Messrs. Wragg, Mason, and Locke, and the addition of 
Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. McCall and Mr. Slocock. 

Prof. Dewar: I was proposing a minute ago that the 
Committees should be cut down, and_ yet you are now 
adding to them. I pro that the Examination Com- 
mittee should consist of the Principles of the Schools, 
and a clear majority of members of this Council who 
have no connection with any school. 

Mr. Mutvey: Draw up your list. 

Prof. Dewar: There are only five schools, and if you 
have six or seven members of Council that will be a clear 


r. Mutvey: But this unfortunate position would 
arise then, that the representatives of the Schools will 
be here on every occasion, and the outsiders that do not 
belong to the Schools would probably not turn up, and 
the result would be that we should not have any check 
on our friend Prof. Dewar. (Laughter). 

Mr. Mulvey’s motion was agreed to. 

Finance CoMMITTEE. 

The Finance Committee was reappoin with the 
deletion of the names of Messrs. Locke and Wragg, and 
the addition of the names of Prof. McCall and Sir John 
M‘Fadyean. 
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PARLIAMENTARY AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE. 

This Committee was reappointed, with the deletion of 
the names of Messrs. Locke and Wragg, and the addition 
of Sir John M‘Fadyean and Prof. McCall. 


ANNUAL FEE CoMMITTEE. 
The Annual Fee Committee was reappointed, with the 
deletion of Messrs. Mason and Wragg, and the addition 
of Sir John M‘Fadyean and Prof. McCall. 


LiBRARY AND MuseuM CoMMITTEE. 
This Committee was reappointed, with the deletion of 
Mr. Wragg, and the addition of Sir John M‘Fadyean, 
Prof. McCall, Messrs. Dollar and Slocock. 


PUBLICATION COMMITTEE. 
This Committee was reappointed, with the deletion of 
Mr. Wragg, and the addition of Sir John M’Fadyean. 


STEEL MEMORIAL CoMMITTEE. 

This Committee was reappointed, with the deletion of 
Mr. Wragg, and the addition of of Sir John M‘Fadyean 
and Prof. McCall. 

ARMY SCHEMES COMMITTEE. 

This Committee was reappointed, with the addition 

of Prof. McCall and Sir John M‘Fadyean. 
Honorary AssocraTEs COMMITTEE. 

This Committee was reappointed, with the addition 

of Sir John M‘Fadyean an f. McCall. 


or 

Mr. Mutvey: I have to move that Messrs. Woodhouse 
and Wilkinson be Ba sy auditors for the year. 
They have really already been appointed by the ado 
tion of the Finance Committee’s report, but I make the 
formal motion. 

Mr. CarTER seconded the motion which was carried 
unanimously. 

Dates oF Counct. MEETINGS AND EXAMINATIONS. 

On the motion of Prof. Mettam, it was resolved that 


the Council and Committee meetings should be held on 

the following dates during the ensuing year: Oct. 7th 

and 8th, 1909; Jan. 6th and 7th, 1910; April 7th and 
1910 ; June 30th and July Ist, 1910. 

f. Merram: With rd to the dates for the 
examinations I propose the following : in the winter ex- 
amination the written to commence on Monday, 13th 
December, and the oral on the following day, Tuesday, 
14th December. This will allow of ten full weeks if the 
session commences in a veterinary college on the 4th 
October. Then, as is usual at the Christmas examina- 
tions, the first centre is Dublin, and then Glasgow, Edin- 
b Liverpool and London in succession. With 
regard to the Scotch examinations, the Spring examina- 
tions, the written will commence on Friday, 20th May, 
and the oral on the 24th. With to the summer ex- 
aminations, they commence in London, the written on 
July 8th and the oral on the 12th July. I beg to move 
that those be the dates of the examinations for the 

Mr. GARNETT seconded the motion, which was carried. 


Date or WALLEY Memorial Prize EXAMINATION. 
It was unanimously resolved that the Walley Memo- 
rial Prize Examination should be held on 
October 2nd, 1909. 
OTHER Business. 

Mr. Mutvery: I wish to ask the Council to give per- 
mission for the list of Committees to be published in the 
Register immediately after the list of Members of 
Council. 

Prof. Dewar : I second that. 

The resolution was to. 

On the motion of f. Mettam, seconded by Mr. 
Dollar, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the pre- 
sident for Pe which the president briefly acknow- 
ledged, and the meeting terminated. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Anthrax. 


Glanders 
(including 
Farcy) 


Swine Fever. 


Out- | Ani- 
breaks) mals. 


Uut- 
breaks. 


Gt. BRITAIN. Week ended July 3 | 18 


1908... 
1907. 
1906 


Corresponding week in 


Total for 27 weeks, 1919 


198 


ing period in {1907 .. 
Corresponding period in | get 


Board of Agricultnre »nd Fisheries, 
July 6, 1:09 


IRELAND. Week ended June 26 


1908 .. 
1907 .. 
1906 


Corresponding Week | 


Total for 26 weeks, 1909 ae 


1908 
Corresponding period in 1907 .. 


1906 .. 


ee 2079 
1156 
594 


61 
54 


1 
10 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, June 30, 1909 


Norg.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Ir-fection 


Period. Disease. Confirmed. } Scab. 
Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out- Bla " 
12 | 22 66 39 | «196 
14 | 24 | 22| 41 1] 3) | 17 
| | | | 459| 958 | 
630 | 837! 3 | 112 | 432 | 1389 629 | 1231 | 6264 
620 | gaz 491 | 1185 402] 1398 | 6494 
583794 591 | 1094 227] 665 | 3607 
| 7 | 100 
1 10 71 
7 95 
3 7 
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A Horse's Broken Leg—Claim for Damages 


_At the Lambeth County Court, on Wednesday, before 
his Honour Judge Emden, Mr. H Goddard, of 
“Strathmore,” Etffra Road, Brixton, sued Messrs. Price 
and King, of Kennington Cross, veterinary surgeons, to 
recover damages for injuries to a horse which was put 
into livery stables owned by the defendants. 

Counsel, in opening, said the horse was a valuable 
one which Mr. Goddard bought for seventy guineas, and 

zave into the custody of the defendants to keep in their 

ivery stables. The horse was found in its box one 
morning with its leg broken above the hock, and it had 
to be destroyed, it was so hopelessly injured. Counsel, 
with the aid of a model of the stable, explained that 
there was a door which had to serve for two boxes. 
There was a s of from 5 to 5$ inches left under the 
door, not ily observable because of the straw bed- 
ding over the box. The horse, said counsel, must have 
got its foot under the door, and in trying to get up 
eee its leg. He submitted it was clearly a defective 
and dangerous state in which to keep a box for the re- 
ception of a horse. It was said that defendants used 
the box when they were pushed for room, the horse hav- 
ing previously been in a range of new boxes which Mr. 
Goddard had arranged should be for the reception of the 
horse. — were filled with performing horses, and he 
thought performing dogs. 

Plaintiff gave evidence in support of counsel’s state- 
ment. He said he had previously supplied horses to the 
Army, Messrs. Tillings, ete. The animal was a bay 
gelding about 13 years old. 

Miss Lily God said in conversation with defend- 
ant’s man, Wood, the latter said: “The box goes so, and 
he got fixed in the corner.” He showed her what he 
meant with his arms. 

The groom employed by plaintiff, a man named Bes- 
sant, said he knew the animal had been shifted into the 
other box. Defendants’ man said it had been put there 
because it was mischievous. 

Mr. Sewell, veterinary surgeon, said he had inspected 
the horse-box. The space referred to was dangerous. 
The horse had been unnerved, but it was alright after 
the operation and he drove it subsequently. e would 
not care to put a horse of any value in the box. 

Mr. Oliver, veteri surgeon, considered there ought 
to be another door to the box. He examined the horse 
at four years old ; it then cost £200 guineas. It was an 
exceptionally nice horse and was not sick or infirm in 


way. 

Salisbury Price, M.R.C.V.S., member of 
the defendant firm, said the yard at Clapham had been 
in existence for 30 years. They had had hundreds of 
horses there, and as many as a hundred there at a time. 
The parti box in which plaintiffs horse met with 
the accident had been in use for 30 years and they had 
never had an accident there before, although they had 
had a fresh horse every month in the box. He con- 
sidered the box a safe one, and certainly not dangerous. 
It was a practical and useful box. Plaintiff's groom did 
not complain about the box, and frequently brought 
food for the horse. The animal was found lying on its 
off side, back to the door. He had a letter from Mr. 
Goddard asking him to have the horse destroyed, and 
the animal was destroyed, 
William John Wood, foreman to the defendants, said 
he had had charge of horses for 26 years, and had known 
the horse “Charlie” for the last four or five years. It 
was a very restless fellow and caused a good deal of mis- 
chief. e did not consider the box dangerous. He 
found the animal lying down on its off side, back to the 
door, It was not fixed in any way. It was eye 
e told 


for the animal to get its leg under the door. 


Miss Goddard the horse had fallen down in the box and 
its leg was broken. 

Cross-examined witness said he looked all round the 
door for any — of hair. 

Counsel : y should you look all round the door 
for hair, if it was not a dangerous yy sau 

Witness: I looked all round and found nothing under 
the door. 

A carman employed by the defendants said he heard 
the horse was restless and kicking, so called Wood. He 
saw it in the position described by the last witness. 

Mr. Ernest Alfred West, F.R.C.V.S., said he had exam- 
ined the box, and he considered it a suitable box so far 
as he could see. He had no objection to the box and 
did not consider it dangerous. The condition of the 
floor was good. If the horse had fractured its leg by 
putting it under the door he would expect to find the in- 

ury below the hock, not above as in the present case. 
he value of an unnerved horse was from £20 to £25. 

Cross-examined witness said he differed from the de- 
fendant when the latter said there was a slight imper- 
fection in the corner. 

Prof. James Maqueen, of the Royal Veterinary Col- 
lege, Camden Town, said the accident could have occur- 
red, with a high spirited horse in various ways. 

Other expert witnesses stated that the box was a good 
one and that the accident could lave occurred in any 
part of the box. The fact that the horse was found in a 
certain place, it was stated was not sufficient evidence 
that the accident had taken place at that spot. 

Counsel for defendants contended that plaintiff had 
not made out a case of negligence. 

His Honour in giving judgment suggested that the 
case might well have been tried by a jury. He did not 
think there could be very much doubt about the case. 
He must come to some conclusion as to where the acci- 
dent happened. Looking at the evidence he did not 
think it was possible to come to any other conclusion, 
particularly when it was supported by strong probabili- 
ties, than that the accident happened in the corner re- 
ferred to. It was admitted that the horse was not very 
much used and highly fed and it was clear, as a matter 
of common sense to any one that it was necessary to put 
such a horse in a safe box, and he thought that accord- 
ing to the evidence that the box was not safe for such a 
horse as that. Therefore, the defendant had been guilty 
of negligence in placing that particular horse in that 

rticular box. As to the value of the horse he thought 
it was clear from the evidence that having been un- 
nerved it had had considerable diminution in value and 
justice in the case would be met by giving judgment for 
the plaintiff for £30. 

Judgment was entered accordingly. 


Action for Death of a Dog. 


Sheriff Campbell Smith, on zoey, June 29th, dis- 

of a small debt action raised by Hugh Ferrier, 

M.R.C.V.S., Forebank Road, Dundee, who sued the 
North British Railway Company for £20. 

Pursuer alleged that on 22nd May last he despatched 
in a well ventilated box to Mr. Alexander Todd, Mit- 
cheil Hall, Haddington, from Dundee a West Highland 
white terrier bitch. On arrival at Haddington it was 
found that the bitch had been asphyxiated, and it only 
lived a few minutes after arrival. Pursuer all that 
the bitch was asphyxiated through the carelessness 
of the railway servants. Pursuer, in the course of his 
evidence, said the animal was in good health when des- 

tched, and the box was sufficiently ventilated. The 

itch was almost nine months old. It was a perfect 
type of the breed, and he would not have accepted £40 


for it. 


| 

| | 
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Mr. Robert Still (defenders’ agent): Do you consider 
that (pointing to the box) a suitable box in which to 
send a dog worth £40 that distance ? 

Witness : I am satisfied that is as good a box as other 
dogs are sent in. 

id you not consider it worth while to pay 6s., instead 
of 1s. 6d. so as to insure the dog?—I considered 1s. 6d. 
enough. I consider the insurance rate excessive. 

_The Sheriff : If you thought your dog worth £40, why 
didn’t you send some Christain with it ? 

Mr. A. F. Burke (pursuer’s agent): He was paying the 
Railway Company to deal with it. 

A witness said he had used a similar box very often 
to send dogs by rail. 

The Sheriff : Iam thankful I am not one of your dogs. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. Spruell, V.S., stated that there was sufficient air 
space in the box, and there must have been gross care- 
lessness on the part of the Company before the dog 
— have been suffocated. The dog had been suffo- 


cated. 
For the defence, Mr. Peddie, V.S., said in his opinion 
the death of the bitch was in great measure due to the 
conditions in which the dog was forwarded. It was not 
sent in a proper dog travelling box. 
Several railway officials stated that the dog gave no 
discomfort during the journey. 

e Sheriff, in giving judgment, said without hesita- 
tion, and without me reflection, the moment he saw 
that box he arrived at the conelusion that it was too 
small to shut up any dog in. The Railway Company 
saw the box and they knew there was a live animal in 
it, and they were bound to keep it as a live animal so 
far as they could. He had also a firm conviction that 
that animal emitted signs of distress, which ought to 
have been heard and attended to if there had been any 
intelligent humane being within hearing. He therefore 
had no doubt whatever that because of some oversight 
on the part of the railway officials they neglected to pay 
attention to the distress of that creature, and did not 
take means, by violence or otherwise, to burst open that 
abominable box—for it was nothing else, whatever all 
the M.R.C.V.S.’s of the world might say to the contrary. 
His Lordship assessed the damages at £2 with £3 3s. of 
expenses.— The Dundee Advertiser. 


Alleged Tuberculosis. 


CLAIM AGAINST THE LonNDON CouNtTY CoUNCIL. 


At the Ashbourne Rural Council, on Saturday, June 
26th, an important re was submitted relative to an 
alleged case of tubercle disease declared by a London 
County Council official to be existing on the farm of 
Mr. Thomas Smith, of Kniverton, near Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire. 

The report stated that on February 8th last a veterin- 
ary inspector of the London County Council visited the 
farm of Mr. Smith and examined his cows. On Febru- 
ary 13th the Clerk of the Ashbourne Rural Council (Mr. 
W. R. Holland) received a notification from the Medical 
Ofticer of the London County Council that one of the 
cows was suffering from tubercular disease of the udder, 
and enclosing a copy of the inspector’s certificate to that 
effect. The inspector had requested Mr. Smith not to 
use the milk from the cow in question. 

After consultation with the Council’s officials, Mr. 
Smith agreed to have the cow tested by Messrs. Duck- 
worth and Prince, veterinary surgeons, Ashbourne. The 
cow was examined and tested with tuberculin on March 
2nd, and a certificate was given by Messrs. Duckworth 
and Prince that the cow was free from tuberculosis.. The 
Medical Officer of Health of the London County Council 
was acquainted with this fact, and a reply was received 
that their inspector still adhered to his opinion, 


Further dence resulted in the London Coun- 
ty Council sending down two inspectors on March 24th 
to re-examine the cow. The re-examination took place 
in the nce of several officials, including Dr. Bar- 
wise, Medical Officer of Health for the County of 
Derby. Samples of the milk were taken, and two ad 
by Dr. were sent to ni- 
versity for bacteriological examination. were 
subsequently declared to be free from any tubercle 
bacilli. The Clerk to the Rural Council then wrote 
roquering the London County Council to forward the 
result of the examination of their samples, but although 
several applications were made, it was not until June 17 
that a definite reply was received, acme g that in the 
case of both samples the bacteriological examination 
showed no evidence of tuberculosis. 

The Clerk, having consulted with the ies inter- 
ested, has made a claim upon the London County Coun- 
cil for the expenses incurred in connection with the case. 


Death from Anthrax. 


An inquest was held on the body of William Lind- 
sey 32, a skin dresser, of Wyld’s Rents, Bermondsey. 
Dr. Leage and Mr. agi inspector of factories, repre- 
sented the Home Office. It was stated that Lindsey 
was employed by Messrs. Ellis and Co., of Bermondsey, 
an a r his working amo inese hides a 

d that after h king ng Ch hide 
»ximple appeared on his neck. He was admitted into 
Bayes Hospital, where anthrax was diagnosed. Serum 
was administered and an operation was performed, but 
he died. Dr. Herbert Perkins stated that Lindsey told 
him that a barber scratched his neck two days before 
the appearance of the pimple. Of 20 cases treated dur- 
ing the past five years in the hospital, only two had 
proved fatal. Death was due to anthrax. It was said 
that the firm adopted every precaution to guard against 
anthrax, and that in 30 years they had had only three 
cases, two of which had recovered in Guy’s Hospital. 
ar returned a verdict of “ Death by misadventure.” 


“mes. 
Veterinary Surgeon as Medical Officer. 


An amazing story of os impersonation was told 
at Stockton when Adam Melrose Porteous, well dressed 
in a black coat suit and silk hat, appeared in the custody 
of prison warders, charged on remand with obtaining by 
false pretences- from the Visiting Committee of the 
Durham County Asylum different sums of money, 
permeating in all to £81 9s. 11d., and goods of the value 
of £36. 

Mr. R. Luck (for the Public Prosecutor) said the case 
against Porteous was that he represented himself to be 
a doctor, and obtained a position of medical officer at 
the Sedgefield Asylum at £4 4s. per week, with board 
and lodgings. e history of the case was somewhat 

veculiar. He qualified asa veterinary surgeon in 1897 at 
<dinburgh, and for four or five years carried on business 
at Eglington Road, Plumstead. In March, 1904, he sold 
the business. He subsequently became employed at a 
veterinary institute, and on October 5, 1907, he applied 
to have his name inserted in the Medical Directory, but 
the publishers not being satisfied as to his qualifications 
the application was refused. The Act, pointed out Mr. 
Luck, stated very clearly that no person could act as a 
medical ofticer unless properly registered. Dr. William 
James Porteous, whom accused impersonated, qualified 
in 1907, and his name appeared in the directory. Accused 
adopted the name, and obtained, through agent, a tem- 
porary situation as medical ofticer at Durham 
County Asylum. From March 27 to August 5 he was at 
the asylum, and placed in charge of the chronic ward, 
and, so far as was known, he did his work very well, 
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After he left the asylum it was discovered that he was 
an impostor. He was arrested by Detective-Inspector 
Parsons, of New Scotland Yard, whilst acting as /ocum 
tenens for Dr. Whipham, Stratford, having in the interval 
been on a voyage to Afries, as ship’s doctor. He ad- 
mitted that he was Adam Melrose Porteous, but insisted 
that he was a duly qualified doctor, and could produce 
his credentials and ¥ lomas. Every opportunity was 
Lae to him at Scotland Yard and at King’s Cross 
tation to produce his diplomas, but he was unable to 
do so, because, said Mr. Luck, he had not got them. — 
Several witnesses having given evidence, an acquain- 
tance of Dr. William James Porteous stating that he was 
now in New Zealand, accused was committed to next 
ham Assizes, bail being allowed in one surety of 
£100. This amount was deposited by Mrs. Porteous.— 
News of the World. 


Workmens Compensation. 


A case of considerable interest to veterinary surgeons 

and farriers was decided at the Lambeth County Court 
on the 29th inst. Plaintiff, William Chiswell, a farrier, 
applied to the Court to have an agreement set aside 
which was made between him and the defendant, Mr. E. 
Alfred West, F.R.C.V.S., of 81, Grays Inn-road, W.C., 
respecting compensation paid by him to plaintiff for in- 
juries received whilst following his employment as a 
farrier in the defendant’s service. The facts were that 
in October last plaintiff slipped when carrying a bar of 
iron and sprained the muscles of his shoulder, being in- 
capacitated from work from that cause for a period of 
eight weeks. Upon his return to work for the defen- 
dant he made application under the Workmens Compen- 
sation Act for the payment of a sum equalling one-half 
of his earnings for the period he was off work. This sum 
defendant agreed to. and duly paid, receiving from the 
— a — in full discharge of all claims arising 
rom the accident which was duly registered at. the 
Court according to the provisions of the Act. A few 
weeks later plaintiff was, as is customary, communi- 
cated with by the Court to know whether he had any 
objection to the ment being filed and he wrote the 
Registrar of the Court — thereto. He returned 
to work for two months and then attempted to re-open 
the case b applying for further compensation on the 
grounds that the amount paid was not proportionate to 
the injury received, and that the agreement was obtain- 
ed from him by undue influence. 

After hearing counsel (Mr. Brandon, instructed by 
Messrs. Clifford, Turner & Hopton) for the defendant, 
and Mr. John O’Connor, M.P., for the plaintiff, His 
Honor, Judge Emden, decided there was not a tittle of 
evidence to support the charge of undue influence, and 
that the case ought never to have been brought into 
Court, remarking that such cases did a great deal of 
harm to the workmen for whose benefit the Act ‘was 
especially devised. _ His Honor expressed his sympath 
with the defendant for the worry and expense to whic 
he had been put. 


Personal. 


Mr. H. H. Worrow, M.R.C.V.S., has taken over the 
tice at 156 High Street, Shadwell, London, E., 
hitherto carried on by Messrs. H. and J. Worrow, as 
from July Ist, and will receive debts and discharge the 
liabilities of the late tirm. 


Mr. Matcotm ALLAN asks us to note, in reference to 
the paragraph in our issue of June 19, that he was ap- 
pointed some time ago veterinary surgeon to the Brown 
Animal Sanatory Institution. 


On the recommendation of the Lord Lieutenant and 
Convener of the County of Rossand Cromarty, Colonel 


Sir Hector Munro, Bart., A.D.C. to the King, we find 

among the names of the new Justices of the Peace, that 

of Mr. GeorGE Gatr, M.R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector 

to the Local Authority of the County, whose name has 

just been added to the Commission of the Peace for 
and Cromarty. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, July 2. 
Army VETERINARY Corps. 
Capt. F. Fail is seconded for service with the Egypt- 
ian Army. Dated June 18. 
TERRITORIAL Force. UNATTACHED List. 


H. P. Lewis to be appointed Vet.-Lieut. 
April 8, 1909. 


Dated 


July 6. 
a McIntyre to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated 20th May, 
1909. 


Brrtupay Honours. 


The King has been pleased to make the following a 
intments on the occasion of the cdabeation of His 
Majesty’s Birthday :— 
‘o be Companions of the Most Honourable Order of 
the Bath : 


* 
Col. Robert Pringle, D.S.O., Principal Veterinary 
Officer, Aldershot Command. 


Obituary 
Joun Hepsurn, M.R.C.V.S., Milnathort, Kinross-shire. 
1850. Graduated, Edin: Jan., 1880, 
Mr. Hepburn died on July 4th, from diabetis mellitus 
and cardiac failure. Aged 79 years. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


GLANDERS—ON CLEARING THE DISEASE. 
Sir, 

On entering upon my 25th year in connection with this 
disease, I feel that my experience may be of use to those 
who are starting upon the first milestone, and I give it to 
them for what it is worth. 

Mallein has and is still playing a useful part in the eradi- 
cation, but whether it will thoroughly eradicate the disease 
is open to question. Spotting the thieves in the stud, as 
the late Mr. Stamford Edgar used to say, is the difficulty 
His decision in Kent a year ago was looked upon as final, 
and his words in dealing with an infected stud were: “‘ Watch 
for heart affections, asthma and roaring internally, swell- 
ing, cording and stiffening externally.'’ The older and 
more experience I gain, the more I believe in the veracity 
of those remarks. Mistakes will occur as with pleuro-pneu- 
monia before the last one is condemned, but I hold, and 
shall continue to do so until the Board of Agriculture sets 
me right, that it is better to destroy a doubtful case in an 
infected stud than to allow one animal to spread germs of 
the disease, as it appears others are doing, providing always 
the owner does not dispute the diagnosis. 

Geo. Upton, M.R.C.V.8. 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. G. Gair, 
G. — P. McKinley, R.G. Saunders, F. B. Greer, 
W.RC. 
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